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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER CMG, JR. 

SECURITT MATTER - COIMDNISM 




forth below the 



Pursuant to your reqfuest there is s 
information concerning thed^«Beminatlon and subsequent recall 
j of a document capt lone dj H^^iun Ism and the Negro Move ment.* A 
Current Analysis;* dated lO/lfe/bJ. 






The above document vas disseminated on a ^^i^^cret 
basis to the Attorney General, with a copy each for the Deputy 
Attorney General and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall 
and J. Walter Yeagley* In addition, a copy each was sent to 
P. Kenneth 0*Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, Dean Rtisk, 
^Secretary of State, John McCone, Director of the Central Intelligence 
^^ency, Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of Defense, Rear Admiral 
ufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence, Major General 
Alva R, Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligence, • 
Brigadier General John S, Samuel, Director of Special Investigations 
for the Air Force and General D. M. Shoup, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps. The dissemlnaticm was recommended and a pprove^ by memoranda 
^ dated 10/15/"g3 captioned "Communism and the Negro tfovement— -f- 

A Current Analysis," and 10/18/63, same caption, both from ^ 
Mr. W. C, Sullivan to A. H. Belmont. (Xerox of each attached). 
The dissemination to General Shoup was authorized by memorandufii 
dated 10/25/63 from D. J. Brennan, Jr., to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
captioned "Request From Commandant, Marine Corps, for Top Secret 
Docxjment Entitled 'Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current 
Analysis/" (Xerox attached). Vto€fi!^^^^^r ^ Informative Note 
dated 12/2/63 (Xerox attached) iM{m~4s ^^^'^X^^^V^^^k^ 
Secret summary was made available to President JomsOT^j^^^^ 3(c>3P 
Mr. DeLoach and it was returned the next day. 4 • 

By memorandum dated 10/25/63 (Xerox a ttach ed? iMhi. ' ^ 
Director, John Edgar Hoover to Messrs. Tolson, le imu i rt i J totg^ DeLoach 

I Rosen and Sullivan, the Director stated that the Attorney General 
felt we should get back all copies of the document captioned 
^^rtmmv^^m art A the Negro Movement - A Current Analysis" dated *^ 
\ 10/16/63. In accordance with the Director's instmigtlong^ ft).l copi es 
' were retrieved from the i ndtv|A3ql€| to yHi^ thfY dissanlnated* 

(fit? <^((fr 
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date: 10-15-63 
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CX)MMUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT-- ALJ 
A CURRENTS ANALYSIS 



Evona 




\\ The enclosed article is a factual, documented 

• analysis of the over-all current situation. V^e believe 



that it would be of interest not only to the Attorney General 
but also to Mr. O'Donnell, at the White House; Mr. McCone, at 
the Central Intelligence Agency; Mr. Rusk, at the Department 
of State; as well as to Mr. McNamara and the three Armed Fore 
intelligence agencies of the Defense Department. Accordingly 
if the article as prepared is approved, we propose to dis- 
seminate it to the afore-mentioned individuals and agencies. 



es 
f 



RECOM/vlENDATION! 



A J.' * W': 




That the enclosed article be approved. If approved,' 
. it should be returned to the Domestic Intelligence Division 
^ for preparation of appropriate letters of transmittal. 

M'*- Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
"y ' 1 - Mr. Baumgardner Hff , \M / / 

1 - Mr. Bland M UVi / / 

I 1 - Research - Satellite Section ( fil 
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UNITED STATES COVEI^^MENT 

Memorandum 




a1 ««« A<^^ 



DATi£: 



lU-lO-DO 



Ccsr»» — 

40*L«>ach 



FROM 



subject: 



W, C. SuUivan^^ 

y co mmunism and the negro jjpvement— ^" 
"^TcurrentXnAlys^ ' ""^ 





Re my memo in captioned matter 10-15-63, attache^, in.., 
I which it was recommended and approved that we disseminate the. 
j prepared analysis regarding communist activities and the Negro movement 
j on a select basis to individuals and agencies set forth in referenced menio. 

• Co 

Attached are appropriate letters of transmittal for. 0 
dissemination. Through tliem, we are sending a copy of the analysis to. \X 
the Attorney General, with a copy each for the Deputy Attorney General, " 
and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall and V/alter Yeagley. 
In addition, a copy is being sent as an enclosure to attached letters for 
P. Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President; the Honorable 
Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable John A. McCone, Director of 
Central Intelligence Agency; the Honorable Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of 
Defense; Rear Admiral Rufus Lo Taylor, Director of Naval IntelLgence; / » 

Major General Alva R. Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Jtotelligenpe; 
and Brigadier General John S ^ ' ' * - • - . ^ 

for the Air Force. ^ 

;hed letters be approved and senti»^ % ^ v / 1 / v 



RECO]yq<aENDATION: 



!. Samuel, Director of SpecjjLl Investigations } Ci^' 

,iLlNF0lUAM10i<C0.:iAliO / // ^ 



/ 



That the attached 



fj .Enclo sures 

^ CDB:jej 
(10) ' 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. l^mns 
1 - Mr. Smmran 
1 - Mr, Baumgardner 



oi-' 



r\lH if 



.REC 7. 



1 «/r~ 
A - 



I - Mr. D. J, Brennan 
1 ~ Mr. RW. Smith 
1 - Section ticlder 
1 - Mr, C. D. Brenr-an 

\'i o viov ^ 
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FROM 



Memorandum 



^0 



SUBJECT: 



W. C. Sidlivan ^ 



D. J. Brennan, Jr. 



Moh) -1- 
Caiiobon 
DvLeoch 



DATE: October 25, 1963 





REQU23T FROM COMMANDANT. MARINE CORPS, 
FOR TOP SECRET DOCU-SNT fOTITLED 
"COH-rUNISM AND TIIE NiiGRO MOVa-IE^tT - 
A CURRENT ANALYSIS" 



On 10/24/63, Major Henry R. Marshall 
Branch, U. S. Marine Corps, personally request 




Counterintelligence 
ted a copy of captioned 




fonnation and inasmuch as his office had not been furnished this 
vdata, he requested that an extra copy be disseminated to him. 

J In accordance with General Shoup*s request, a copy was 

--furnished to Major Marshall on 10/24/63. Major Marshall was impressed 
,with the extremely sensitive nature of the information set forth 

in the document and was appropriately admonished to insure tiiat ^ f^) 

proper security is afforded it. 



ACTION: 



J- 



V For information. 
LPK:mls1:6)'^x'\ 



1-Mr. Bolmont 
1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. R. W. Smith 
1-Mr. Keenan 
1 -Liaison 
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ENClOSURi; 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSJfiED 
DATE g-»^/ Pt ig^jg!^'^ 



/) 



^;^mestic Intelligence Division 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 



DO.. 1 2 /2/ 63 



Attached Is Atlanta teletype 
12/5/63 indicating Martin Luther 
King will meet with President 
Johnson 11:30 a.m., 12/3/63, 

Also attached is the summary, 
"Coffiiaunism and the Kegro Mover.cnt-f 
A Current Analysis,*' which we pre- 
pared on King. This memorandum 
was disseminated and later all 
copies were recalled, at request 



of the AG. 

This information re King will be 
of vital interest to the President 
Y/e suggest that Walter W. Jenkins, 
Assistant to the President, be 
orally briefed by Assistant Directcpr 
DeLoach regarding the background 
of King. The attached TOP SECRET 
surimary contains data which may be 
utilized for the briefing. 
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ENCLOSURE 



m. 



J 



#1 



October IC^CS 




Tc!l9r . 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
-0ATEa:i±SLBY5:mfisil»i. 



J. E. i:. 



R£C:-~22 
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TO: 



Dire dor 

Mr. Dc Loach 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Callahan 
. Mr, Casper 
, Mr. Conrad 
. Mr. Felt 
. Mr. Sullivan 
.Mr. Tavel 
. Mr. Trotter 
, Mr. Beaver 
.Miss Gandy 
.Miss Holmes 
_ Personnel Files 
_ Records Branch 
_ Mrs. Skillman 
_Mrs. Brown 
_ John Quander 



Mr. Tolson.:J- 

Mr. DcL-nch... 



.Mr. f:. : r 

Mr. Conra 
Mr. F 
Ml-. Gale 
Mr. lioscn 
ill-, iiuilivan 
Mr. Ta'.2l— 
.Mr T 10 Iter. 
Tele. F.oob;^ 
Miss Holmci 
Miss Gandr 



Section 



See Me 
Send File 
Please Call Me 



For appropriate action 
Note and Return 







4i 




Clycie Tolson 
AsJocicLxe Director 
Federal 3"arecu of 
Justice Cep-rtnient 
V/ashin£fton*, D.C» 



: ■ I Mr. Ce^T-er ^-.Z* \ / 

I I I Mr. ColIr.hanJC- j '^.^r, y~ 

■ Mr. Conrad 5 - 1 '•' 

Mr. Ft'lt I I 



^^:!ii:^>^iA air 



i/ 



Mr. Gi.i'j C 



Mr. YivttcT 

Tele, ricoT.™-_» 

Mir^ i: ,}r.;c- 



DAT 
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FC/'s lapping 
of King phones 



■A 



/ 



The FBI has a lot rnore explain iriR to do about Its motives 
for spying on the late Dr. Martin Luther King. 

It has publicly described as "malicious" a column written 
by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King's 

Clyde Tolson, associate FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was done for "national security" rea.sons, with the approval 
of the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 
That doesn't come even close to telling it. 

ONE THING IT DOESN'T EXPLAIN, is the toll owing Incl- 
deniT 

About four yean; ago. an ex-FBI agent I knew asked me to 

join him (cr a round of golf. 

Atter llie round, we sat In the clubhouse chatting. He 
worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

He told me the FBI had been using a variet>' ot electronic 
eave-sdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening dc%'jcps in hotel rooms he 
used white traveling. 
The re.sult, he sild. wa^ r very thick file on Dr. King. ■ 
He gave me soitic examples 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. I( 
you bugped almost anyone's bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to 
Know about. 

RUT NONE OF 7T!E THINGS this ex-FBt affnt told me 
-n^iiectpd in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, 
or seemed to be remotely related to nationai security. 

Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader tn the civil 
rights crvsade. a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or ■ 
figure of historic importance. 

I asked the ex-Ffil agent if hia information wai merely 
gossip or if he was sure about It. 

He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover tn Washington and 
had been briefed on the contents of the King file. 

It was not unronimoh, he said, for Iru.'Jlcd ex-agcnts lo be 
let in on such thincs. 

Obviously. I was suppo.sed to be shocked by the things he 
told me. And I was. But not tor the reasons he assumed. 

Hit shocking part of k wai that he was actually sitting 
there telling me such things. 

They were none of my business, and they were none 
bu$h>e$s. They were nobody's business but Dr. Klng'i 

; IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUrvSLfNGING, on a level with the 
lowest scandal inaga 2 ines and transom -pee king publications. . 

There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
it was being leaked to me for the purpose o( discrediting Dr. 

King. 

, The same t)^^ ilih^.-f have since learned, occurred In 
ftlhtr eltlfi. w;:i, ail,,-r B,-.H'>r>? iv 
ivmg. - 

The same type of thing, I have since learned, occurred In 
other cities, with other newsmen. 
And It doesn't take nroch imaglnatkm to figure out why. 
King and Hoover had engaged tn a furious public noar 

bl. Hoover, quite clenrly. did not like Dr. King. 
Thnf« why I suggest the FBI hasn't £l»?n en adequate ex- 

lanation. 

If the wiretapping was being done for nationai .security, 1 
-X: ^^ ^(lijresume that it should have been kept a big secret. 
^ lTj V ' Secret? How much ot a srcrcl was it if a newspaper col- 
'* C^oTumnist in Chicago knew of the cavc5drorp:nc' Or if a lor- 
■ * ■•■ '* mcr agent — a private citizen —couJd (alk sboul it? 

(For the record, th« ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
given to flights of fancj'. He was then a well kno^T and 
highly rwpocted investigator. He Is today a famous and 
powerful man,) 

AN!> IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdmppln!; 
to gather spile material, transom pecking tidbits that .vill be 
whispered in the eary. ot opinion-maitrrs? 

Thnl. Of rourvr:. is the grrntc-/. dnnpcr from Bi,- P'-oi.hrr 
and his bjR c;ir. ,. . 

M tha'.'s ivhiit Dr. Ki'^':'', lilr -.v-s "•'.■"} for. t>-'- '■■■r. . 
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• sitting ^ 
le of bis r 
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dent: ' 

I vbout four years ago. an ex-FBI agent I knew a? ' ^^ me to 
him for a round ot golf. 
After the round, we sat in the clubhouse chatt-.g. He 
worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides ui^ing his 
phone, they bad planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 

. The result, he said, was a very thick file m Dr. King. * ' 

He gave me some examples. 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about If 
you bugged almost anyone's bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to 
ioiow about. 
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: BUT NONE THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me 

reuecteo m any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism. ' 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 

Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil 
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merely 
gossip or if he was sure about it 
He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
■ bad been briefed on the contents of the King fiJe, 

It was not unconimpn, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
let in on such things. 
Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things he 
' told me. And I was. But not for the reasons he assumed. 

J Tlie shocking part of it was that he was actuaUy sitting ^ 

I there teJIing me such things. / 

I They were none of my business, and Uiey were none of his f 

f busi n ess. They were ntrfXKly's business bat Dr. King's. M 

: IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLINGING, on a level with the 
lowest scandal Tnagazines and transom-peeking publicati(ms. 
There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
' It was belnc leaked tQ f'^^ the mim^* nr rftc^rA^jittne i\r 

: King. ° " " ' — • — • 

- . , type fU.flii»J>.t have since leaned, occurred la 

cities, w'iii aiLci' BiV/ar/.e-. 

- jung. 

The same type of thing, I have ataice tearned, occurred m 

other cities,' with other newsmen. 
And it doesn't take much Imagination to figure out why. 
r. King and Hoover had engaged in a furious public quar- 
■1. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. 
Thai's why I suggest the FBI hasn't given an ad?qunt? ex- 
lanation. 

_-_ _ i{ >K* arijwtAnnino mK being donc foT national security. I 

^ftmume that iV^shouid have been kept a big secret. 
IT; V ' Secret? How much of a secret was it if a net^•s?apir col- 
r~ OTumnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a fcr- 
" ' ' — ^ mcr agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
given to flights of fancy. He was then a well knowr. and 
highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
powerfid man.) 

AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official ea\-e$drppping 
to gather spile material, transom-pecking tidbits that wiU be 
whispered in the cars of opinion-makers? 
Thut, of course, is the grcatcs'. danger hom Bis Broificr 

and his big ear. . . i„ji„ 

If that's what Dr. King's file was u.'wrf for, then Hl^ gl^idtj 
second Rowan's suggestion that Hoover he repJarej.. 
The tcandai-shect business should be Icll to private indus- 
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■on 



> . ^ yoii for your extension of rcmarlts 
c:i r: : c r: :^ Ccr^ronslonal Kecord cf Jine 2^th, 

:. v :,j th'^^'Cbi'vi of you to comment as you did and 

' avc in: Irtc fr - I-cccrd the article from "The Eve- 
c:r,r'' oz Jun? iCth concerning the IittthP'*- 
Jr» , VTiretap controversy. 



1 cert2.LTly appreciate your coatinuing staunch 
;::crt anii It ic,n?.us r great deal to me. 

Siacerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover . ^-vt\T^V 



1 - Oklahoma City 



r 




NOTE: Congressm^in Edmondson is on the Special Correspondents List, 
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DAK 



:r.i reccr.; r:. . .■.*. .■ 
er.'ibli: co:.i::r. . . ■ 
c:rjr.cr. 

iir. l-u:hcr / ■ . ■ - ■ . " 

;ior,'£ au: 1.0 ." T:" 

lo:T.cy Ccr.cr .. icr lis.: 
I place U'.:? ?.2co<- 
Vhc Wa.shir j::r: rJvcn;:^ 

lion or t^.c 'A-.rcvr.,. : r,.:-.. 

The S:n.r -r::.::c s.'a:c. 
syrcs **c'.ir.-.:^xva a Iw.^ ?::5c; 
trovcrsy ovr.r ihc role 
artlc'.c s'nould aI:>o scn'c u. 
trovcray ..ny ri:r ' 



iTt.::- 



his acco'-Ji'. 
ord now :t;>r 
TiiC i>;r.r ; 

..- ; 

i.*--:^; ye.-.r. D; 
to'.t: Ti:« S-v 

Hoover rcvcr-oc 
rrJi^lvjR; ; »/i.<. c' v 



for iu-ic^r. 
..r'o loliov. ::; 

7- K. I I 



01.. 



jtr'ti;hj .I'll ui UiO J 11: "J 
-.J JW>>cr; I' , 'vtui 




uf ft MiiiVcr^iUon Kv.-kitt hMl Just 

KiNtnc<Iy In wiilch U.t AtW>Tney 
. -Vt (1 fviiotii ihe IrrL-.U^Mltj of In- 
» • • •-cctrf»»»>£ dcvlrrn on XknR'n leJc- 
tir>ul<><i th« ^uUt«rn CttrtcUA& 
-» r>»ilrren<:e. 

.4)r, Kconllne V9 Uic Eratu in«m». 

:-.<-«rnr<i About rej*or\A thM Kin; watJ 
^ '.;u<i<?n'> ot MftrKlMTi. thAt lie «ft<i a.v%oclatmc 
. a New York <Ltu>rt)jey wltJi kiicwn Oom> 
" eonnccUoiu, but tSml >ic illU not 
.^.-i.'j' c«;k)u.'« M.-vrxU;n l>fc.-vu;.c of hJo fc- 
\.z'9--^ beliefs. The Evans mrmcrMidum I&- 
I'.CJtt.^a Kennedy wanua to know If it was 
^c^^,<.c.^Uy fca:>it>le to use clcclronlc devlcu 
'I prove o>r dUprovc thcr-c nJIecAUoni. 
' * *l "Pie Evans memo «Atcl £v.\ns replied to 
Xrnr.cdy Utit King WAS ft mnA who traveled 
aln.au coruutnliy and thnt it was extremely 
cir.c-iH to lue wireups erreciivel/ ia such 

- ' Hoover told Thr SUr U^.^t FBI ofltctate ftJso 
, — ~Tr..'ormcd Kcnncviy at that Umc that thcf 
i, coubUMi the ftdvlsablUty or undertaking 
e:?c'.ror.ic survctllanee of Dr. King bccftuce 
Of r>cL'.siuic jtotiuesl rcpercuislons. 

lioucver, U;c scccnti mcmorMidum etted 
by }{oovcr shows tha: on October 7. 20C3. the 
chlcr reported to Kennedy thftt it was 
then technically tcaslb.e to apply wiretaps 
to King's telephones at t»'o places, one of 
Jbem ftt an unnamed location In Kcw Vork. 
• Tl'.at memorandum constituted the FBI's 
i rer,ucst ror authority to procc»d with the 
j w:rcu.p proposed by Kennedy four months 
before. The doctuncnt bears m the tower 
left-hand cdTner the clenature. *^bert F. 
Kennedy." and under the &amc the dau 
•10-10-C3." 

Hoover did not Indicate to The Suir when 
the survclUanco was surtcd but «Ald the 
I, t-ips were disconUnued on April 30, IOCS. At 
\ that tUt^e Nicholas Xatzcnbach wft« servlne u 
Attorsey Oeneral. 

; Asked about the nsulu ot the tleetronlG 
ftuTvelllance today. Hoover declined eom- 
i Kent. 

I Ttve FBI director told Tlic Star: "X have 
i never authoriud installauon of technical 
i electronic devices without wriitea authority 

«r the Attorney General." 
I Today*s diselostu'cs ellmaaed a long smol- 
I fdcrknc controversy over the role of the FDI. 
a subordinate bureau of the Justice Dcpart- 
v.cnt. in usins wiretaps or other electronic 
; devices in investicallve tnr'ters. The matter 
, ca:ne to a head Sunday when Carl Itowan, a 
eolumnltt for Tlie Star, charced that U\c FBI 
had no authority to wircuip Dr. King's con- 
verMtlons. He quoted former Attorney Gen- 
eral Ramsey Clark, who sitccecded KatMn- 
baeh. fta saying "Uie impUcailon U>at peo- 
ple Uuiu;:i)t Or. Kinc wn* a aecMrUy tlireat U 

Yhr Uuwfiii ch«rf.r?i pn»mpte<l AiMx-lftie 
VUl Dlrccior Clyilc A. Toli^n lu write to 
Xt<twan early tltt:- week drfeiidtni; Ir^allty of 
Uie Kmc wlrewpi.. 

"For your in forma tion." Toison said in hU 
letter, "the wlreup on Martin LuUier Xinc 
Jr.. was •periacaliy approved in advance tn 
' wrliins by the late attorney general of the 
United Sutes. Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.** 

TC'on added tlmt tlie momtorins device 
was "striCLly tn the fleld «f internal security 
aua therefore was wiuun the provision laid 
, down by the President of the United States:* 
: Cvftns, now a Woshlncton lawyer, was ca 
route to ^ertc PAv> today sAd could Mt 
he reached (or cotuinent. liowevcr, Tuesday 
lUght Svans said he aad oo rvc-'??^*'on of 
whfUier a wlreutp authoruauon ^juectcd at 
Xin; had ever beeti Ui'^ve<*. iu.i3J;^ fl^cuf;, 
stun with Kennedy. fcl * C t - ti . ' n j 

Aides to Sen. tkiwa.-^ U, Kenaeiiy. D-kfa««M 




--'r^d ft./i"*r Uie n'.' v.- ir. . ■ ■ 
• ;«hn P. Kennedy, the atw-ri' • , 
tere:.t In some of his o.1.r'. : 
flarrted However, the «.'»...■:. • 
ne:ir»y Ux weeks alur Jt</»/^> ". Kt.i 
Um auihorlrauon for u^r K;r.^, 

Hrovcr and Kerrit-tiy.. ■ ' • - • 

»>-.»l ' • • •! - • 

m:r.r<>;.'.- 

Kvr.ii' . 
Kennedy ninde p»»b:ic FC "i- r/, 
to htm from Evans which made* 
that Uie use of hidden mierophor.* 
Kennedy's responalhnity but suc"e'ie«l he 
lUAy hrvve dirccviy approved the \»e r.f wire- 
taps on phones. Thrxt letter saUi Ute Thl f.fXW 
national security wiretap requr.-^u to Kcn« 
&edy for approval. 

Zt Is re.'iabiy rf:*rtr%rfl that Xrnnr«iy w.-.r 
reminded by tl.e I''DI ttiiil It su 11 ha^t in lu 
Dle& the authorlzauons sirned by h:m as 
Attorney General for telephonic wiretnps. 
However, Hoover did not dUc'.o: e at that 
time any namrs of pcrtozu under wiret.'tp 
surveillance with Kennedy's approval. 

At that singe. Kennedy and Hoover broke 
Otr the public exchange of eharces as If by 
xnutunJ consent Tliu was fr^rded p.^rU7 
OA C\io to Kennedy's re.-v!:zauon^-'~t hl<s 
sl^.cd autho7l7-at:e:is were suil in^BI flies, 
partly to the FDI's desire not to have specia: 
atuinuon drawn to its invesiii;ative tech- 
niques nor to ensnzt in a battle with tl.e 
Kennedy forces that could have poiibRal 
overtones. 

The Justice Department on Tuesday de- 
clined a direct aruwer when asked for doc- 
umentatien of To!son*s contention In his 
letter to Rowan. But earlier this month, a 
Jusuee Dcpsnmcnt spokesman said Hoover 
Was "accurate in every rcr-pect" In his re- 
peated statements tliat all wiretaps were 
beln; authorlr.ed In advance and in wnung 
by the Attorney General durlnc the lime- 
span or the controversy. 

A Justice department spokesman, asked 
today If Attorney General John X. Mltehe'.l 
had ctvcD HoovcT ^mUslon to discuss the 
eontcnts of secret documents of the Kins 
wireuipplnc replied simply, "no comment.** 

However, the spokesman recalled that the 
attorney c^neral had declined to authorise 
disclosures In court of the basic authority 
for the wiretapping. Such disclosuMs had 
been demanded by defense lawyers in the 
Houston dnft evasion hearlae for former 
boxine champion Casslus Clay. Zt was during 
that hearing that the Kin; wirat#jil&g was 
dCBdally Mvcaltd Xer tb« Ant H/j^. 
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... Mikt Royko 

>troit Free Press 
Detroit, Michigan 



All IMFOr... ....... . 

HEREIN ISf'i:^ .'S 
DAT£i?'</-f/ ! 

Subject: Your ar'^de appearing 6/19 'JsJl-. m 



Dear Mr. Royko: ^ , , , 

Your article (copy enclosed) suggests your observ: 
for wiretapping Dr. King might be a) Mr. Kow-, c 
King (par F) and b. ) Mr. Hoover rssD/icd to ^.s - 
go into the scandal sheet buaness (par O). 



i\ - an a^alynis 



^ the motive 
da' I like Dr. 
agency to 



Have you asked your lockeroom contact ii the mouv^; for wiretapping 
was "national security". Have you asked itim Iht .lature of the 
"national security"? Maybe you feel thesu qLeotions arc not important 
to your report of your lockeroom experience. 

If the purpose of the wiretapping was national security and 
If national security should be kept ^ectet (as you suggest par. F) 
And you had club house experience where the matter was discussed 
in some intimate details, and yfet you did not find out what the motive 
was for the wiretapping (par A); then I would suggest your contact vjxU 
maintained his obligation of secracy for the wiretapping. ^ 

As a matter of national policy do you t>v.nK: 

a. Mr. Hoover should make public "national security" details 
of investigations 7 

b. To whom should he make these motive known'? 
(1) yon acknowledge your contact and other trusted ex-agents 

were "let in on such things' {^i- B). 

You state (par C) "a famous man*s imperfections don't shock me". 
This characteristic is admirable and one of a mark of perfection for 

KnniHn't k«i aKorki»d At the imoerf ection of voer 

yww*9^*o* J — ^ - _ — - ^ - - - , 

lockeroom contect (par D} for his not being immune to being effected 




o 



by rev 



s of famous men's imperfections. 



I would suggest you rontact your lockeroom contact to determine if 
the wfcetappiitj' '^-^ i* "national securiw motive", then write another ' 
a rti cwt on the s u i>.ic c i 3 o a » it^n jpi-;- i^-Xz^ ^ ^//f) ^ 



cc: 




pg. 2 



It would f>e contrary to natJrr- .' -licy fo 
article q^Iege? (go . • 

i^ng), a^d it weald juoi -.^ to pu 

required;to make pubiEc details of "nationa; . 
because oAtfRperfections of . persons "let in ■■■ 

1 feel you are definately on target with public ir.t- 
publish possible use of our governmental agenci*"' 
to accomplish personal motives' of public ofixci-?»l/ 

Your exersise of telling of your expereinces 

the chips fall where they may is also consistent w 

I , as a layman, see it. 

I have made this analysis of your article for my 
pass it on to you for what it is worth. 

Keep up your good work and best wishes to you for 

♦ 

Si 



cc:C. Tolson 

Associate FBI Director 
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CiilCAGO- 1. 

. - -ins dr. . 

<■',; viii la*- T'-. 
; ;. w^s. TV. ■■ ■ 
coiumr. v,i4i,n-, 

Oyiic To i 

rjiv" rcasfi.-is. • 
Koben Kerr . 



■'no 



* oi wore ex- 
^/ivfts for spying 
..v -.izr Kin?, 
• ^ •'Jr'*^ 'Out ' In 
l;«jwan th«u, cnti*- 
mnp'i phoaea. 
Director, *ay« • 
~r "nc.tio'^.c! sccu* ' 
..:--vjj' a!" th.c Uu 
'J' general 



That doesn't com« «v«r. cl'is* to telliiif it»,',»***^""*** Kinfir"*. 



f. ^ii lUK iBicommon, h* Mid, for •tnuted ^ 
agenui to be Ut in on lucta thing*. ^ 

Obviously, r kupponed to be shocked by 
the thinc:5 be teitf uie. And I wu. But not /©V 
Uie rea.soni he MAumed. A f&mou* mma's im- 
2>er/cctiont doo't »bock me. ** , 

The khoc:klns dUcloiiur* ww thAt he wiui 
actually jiiung there teUlnj we *uch thing*. r\ 
• They were none of xny tousUiesc, and they *^ 
^ .'wexc Mac of liii btuine&i. They were nobody** ^ • 



ox TinXC IT DOESNT b Ow ftfi.- 

ii>wiriS incident : ■ ' 

About three yes-t* *bo j-.s ex-FBI agent t', 
knew a^Ked to join ium tor a round of 

Artcr the ro::r.d, we lat in the clubhouse 
chcVv^r.g. Ke vort:i>d the conversation around 

to Dr. Kins'. 

JJe u»ld me lluit the FBI h.nJ been using a 
varictj ©r flrctrocic «vefcclroj;»pLi\~ device* on 
Dr. Kifi;;- B^vidos tappin;; his. nhone, they had 
pi.TJitfw l;s;c.j.i;: dov5cc» ia hotel xoonis ho 
u^c*J ul.ile iravtling. 

The result, he caJd. was a very thick XUo 
on Dr. Kms- 

He gave mc »^>«ie tx&mplcs. 

They were vorj- Dcr&or.al fhinj:». Naturally, 
. i/ you bug &lr.)cs; »r.ybody's bedroom long 
enough, you will hear personal ttur-gs. 



It was 'plain el^ mud clinging, on a level . 
with the lowest tcajndai mag&zioes and tran* 
"jom 'peeking public actions. 

THL'RE \1'AS N'O DOUBT In my mind then. 
• and none now, that it was being leaked to.aie 
for the purpose of discrediting Dr. King. • • 

The same type of thing, I have since learned, 
"occurred in other cities, ^-ith other aeu'smcrt 

And it doesn't take much Imagination i« "<ic- 
' ure out uliy. X>r. King and Hoover had -en> C, 
gitzcd In a Itu-ious public tjuarrel. Hoover, ^ 
quiie clearly, did not like Dr. King. : ■ ■ 

That's why I suggest that tha FBI ^u«i*t 
' given an adequate oxplanaiion. • ' 

" If the wirctapjwng was being dcoe ' ior'JL.. 
"national security," I presume that at should 
have been kept a big secret ' 'Lz. 

( Secret? How much of a aecret was R iC' a ^ 



^ . \ newspaper aylunonist in Chicago knew of the 

They were things that I'm «ire Dr. King » .vesdropping? Or if a former agent -~ a pri- 



would not want anyMie else to know about. 
' * If you bugged almost anyone's bedroom long^ 
enough, you would hear ti.i:.s;& that person' 
didn't want anyone else tt> luMW about.' 

BL'T XOXK OF *X1IE XillNGS this ex-FBI ' 
' agent told me ahmt «flectfed in say w&y sn- 
, Dr. Kuig's "k>y.j.lty." ii» "Americanism," or 
seemed to bc removely related to '*aktional ' 
security." 

Kor did they reflect on his role as a leader 
in the civil ri.'Thts crusade, a winner of the' 
Nobel ?e:ice PrUc, or a fieure o£ historic 
iniporlAncc. 

X asked the ex>FBI agent If his Information 

Bwas merely goiwsip or if he was sure about IL 
Kc said U»t' bejiad visited J. Edcar Hoover 
^in Washir.gtoM'Vlll^Ml befsn boiefod on llw . 
oontcnU «(.tiM Pr. Klnc m«. 



vale citizen — could talk about it? 
' '(For the record, ihe ex-agcnt was not » two- 
bit {umshoe s^ven to flights of fancy. He was 
then a veU^kaown and highly-respectcd inves. 
tigator. Be is today a iajnous and powerftil 



,.AKD IS THE FCSPOSC of such offldsi 
eavesdropping to gather spite-material,' trans* 
om-{>eeklng tidlMli that will be w^iispersd in 
the ears of opinion makers? ' C 

That, of course. <s the greatest daqifsr' 
"Big Brother and his big esr. 

If that's what Dr. King's file war 
then I'll gUdly second Bowaa's 
Hoover be replaced. , ; . ' 
Tbe. scandal testae^ 
^•private l&duftcy. . . 



/OO -/C(-'^ 'pay :- 



7 



TO 



FROM 




:xFOiuviAT.o:\ co^ 



r 

hi. 




riev.'ijOii t i* co^an err. 
.10.1 of 2^Ia.rlin L i- = '^u^g . 
Accompanying the newsp- !.-.-> 
wliicn siSLies, 'i exp^^ct to se^ vour res^'v^ ■ 
sere tors to indst on it. " HIMVl&itv.'. 
mark on the envelope is not legible. 



^~-ion v/itli our ^ 

by one 
ic'te froni 




and the pAsc- 



:t l:o Uie Director byi 
.'ij name the newspaper 
>n;Uc?.ted. In the colunm, 



The newspaper column wh?n' 
bears the by-line of Mike Royko; howevei-, .icii: 
nor the czte on which the column was pubUsi.cci 

Ficyko cr.ims ^mt about four years ago a iu*mer /BI Agent told him that 
curing tri;* to «.Vashington he (the former AgeriL - had been briefed by the 
Director rc^?rduig "the contents of the (Ivlt:rtin Lutner) King file. " Royko then 
i:v: jilis tha. the iniormation which tiie Director ui ^closed to the former Agent 
ai^aai Xins "was plain old mud- slinging, on u level with the lowest scandal 
niag-Ly^ines and transom-peeking publicatiun: . " Koyko concludes, *If that's what 
Dr. King'b file vtis used lor, tlien Vll gladly serond (Carl) Rowan's suggestion 

that Hoovtr be repiii'jed. " Royko does not name r .. former FBI Agent to whom he.% 

reiers. 

INFOnTv'lATION IN BU FILES 



1 



^ 

Hjifiles reilect that Mike Hoyko is a columnist for the "Chicag?) ^ 
Daily Kcv-. " On December 24, 1964, he wrote what apparently was intended to bai;^ 
a iiUt i^i'C; ^t:t ij. e on an open house held in the press room of the new Federal ^ 
Bui ic iug: ii-! Cirlcago which stated, in part, 'Repocters, judges, FBI men, government 
prosecutors, private attorneys and assorted federal officials were standing aro\incP]f 
br igcing and fibbing to each other. " SAC M. W. Johnson immediately 



contacted tl 

the Dec 
delete, fr J 
itliat Rcjfi; 

or iryii 



::xecutive Editor of the "Chicago Daily News"and protested that this 
. l?.brjcation and unscrupulous reporting. In subsequent editions of 
>4, 1964, issue of the newspaper, all reference to the FBI was ^ 
Lo'.v column. At the time of this incident, SAC Johnson observed 
s t:iC tj^pe of writer who never has a good word to say about anybody 

WOT KBOORjjST* ^ 





. .. . t ■ 



i At- 
tiu- 



rerai R. F. Kemieay ui 
;.ous anti-FBI column 



written by John Crosby in Ociol *96i. V:tter, he implied that the 

FBI was engaged in compiling ^ic.t i; everyone in the United 

Spates, an activity repugnant ixs ; . > ^ • hos'i of a police state mentality" 

and inquired, . .what h?.s ib- a;; /cl that is of value to the 

ordinary citizen. . .Is the conrti.: • ' fov J. Edgar Hoover's activities?" 

RECOMMENDATION 



For information. Ir i;i 
deserves the dignity of a reply. 



^elt that eithe, 




r Royko 




V 




t 



/ 





am 




REASON FOR EXTENSION ^ 
FCIM, II, t-Z4.2. 



DATL: 6-17-69 



DATE OF REVtEW FOR / 
. ; A aOECLASSIF ICATWN . ..... .(O/A dzCJ 

OF ARTICLE ENTITLED ^ b^t 

- :E for J. EDa4.R HOOVLH TO GO/'y** 

-^IaG Ii\ THE 6-15-69 ISSUE OF 
SUNDAY STAR/' WASHINGTON, D. C. 



Captioned individual in his article f^.riticizcs ^Y.'i- F7:-I cone-:.:, f 
LIS3 of electronic surveillance devices ajid urges that Mr. Hoover be 
M td immediately as Director of FBI. Bufiles reveal Rowaii born 8-i - 
/:;v2nscroft, Tennessee. He received A. B. degree, Oberlin College (iL 
: :. A. degree in journalism from University of Minnesota (1S48). He 
: a syndicated columnist with "Chicago Daily News" since 1965. We 
.^.:\,ated Rowan, who had been Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Uc rJfairs since 1961, for Staie Department in 1962 and investigation 
generally favorable. |^ ^(Cj 



Rowan served as Ainbassador tc FinLand (19 C 3 64) and was 
Director of Uie United Slates Lnormauon Ai^eXi^y (USiA), 1964-65, 

In April, 19C7, a r^jquos; rrc ii: - ■ • uiLflv^icel Uic 
D: r e c tflfcnd di sc u s s an ti- Vie Uia p I'o cC ^ is : : • . : Lutli erfcng was 
declined. In June, 1967, Rov;ai* cOi-:^:,;^^ Ac^... .:irectui Suiiivan and 

. prev:'-nz ■■ii';t> from occurring 
V-*-'. 1" • .'lU "k;LI ind off ere:: 



voiced desire to help admin istra: 
. v0^vLLn stated he knew oX j;ood 

leLoach Y^\'~\ ... 

1^ ^ -.tC^^leOlOr^;..-: --^-^-" 



:rr. ' ro) 




to BishoiD Memo 
RE: CARL T. ROWAN 

to bt'o^s si stance to us. Ke ::1.'=d >'^xpressed br-lief thnt ^* rt. i, ' r • 
KUi^ . wl'iuiii he dosr.ribec ■. ^'ith3 " •" • 

dan^rous man, had ba^c.i.. iiabiiity ^^^u^. . r;- ^ 

move ment but to national defense and the country itself. Kv 
King^^^fcliiigness to move in tlie direction of the Left and s- lea ^mu. . -6 
no kind of a leader for the Negro people to have . 

Rowan has in the past been critical of the Bureau '. 
wriiings. In an article appearing last April in the "Evening Star, " Ruv/an 
' discussed tlie departure of Henry Loomis from Voice of America (VOA) 
; while Rowan headed the USIA. Rowan stated that just prior to this departure 
. he had criticized Loomis as being "inexcusably irresponsible or was manifesting 
• a futile notion that he could run VOA independent of its parent body the v/:*y ^ 
' J. Edgar Hoover supposedly ran the FBI aloof from policies of the Justice • 
D3partment. " Over the Director's signature, a letter was written on 4-4-69 
to the "Evening Star" calling Rowan*s "gratutlous slur" on the Director's 
1 administration of the FBI "completely irresponsible and untrue." 

Rowan Is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 

RE COAOvIE KDA TION : 





. j^a - DETAILS ICEXT PAC-- 
si h 



1 ^ 



C":.^ : . -aal m his article criticizes the FBI 

use of •■ ..ic surveillance devices and urges that 
replac; ^cliately as Director of the FBI. Our 

1 e\ie"'ed on Rowan and they reveal the following 
."-ir-'j him. 



1 



1; U'lOir as Rowan, a Negro, was born on 8-11-25 at 
Ravc'i^-c-o;^. Tennessee, He attended Tennessee State University 
(1^4.2 o^, » ai^hb. rn University (1943-44), and received an A. B. degree 
in maL c.nsLlcE from Oberlin College in 1947, In 1948 he received an 
Ivi.A. oegree in journalism from the University of Minnesota. He has 
been rolunirisL with the "Chicago Daily News" since 1965, and his 
syndicated column is carried by the "Evening Star. " 




- 2 - 



DETAILS - CONTINTUKi; 



< Bib-.. ' v/ 

T. ROWA x- 




Rowan served as Ambassador to Finland from 1963 to 1964 
. ;;.3 Director of the UrAted States Information Agency (USIA) from 1964 




In April, 1967, Rowan requested the opportunity to visit 

tii •- Director for a brief char, Ke stated that he would like to discuss 
some aspects of tiie an ti- Vietnam protests and said he wanted to ask 
Mr. Hoover about Martin Luther King. Ee indicated at that time that 
V'ii'H - he was in Government service he had become aware of King's 
uiiiavorable side. It was recommended and approved that Rowan's request 
for a meeting be declined and this was done. 

In June ol 190 * , Kowan contacted Assistant Director Sullivan a 
at which time he indicated that he would like to do everj^thing possible to help 
tie adiiamistratlon in its eflorts to prevent Negro riots from occurring. At 
this time, Rowan advised that he knew of the good work that the FBI had 
. aa doing in this field and offered to be of any assistance in this regard. 
Kc also stated that he thought Martin Luther King had become a grave 
liability not only to the civil rights movement but to national defense 
and the country itself. He described King as a person with a Messiah com- 
plex ^^called him a dangerous mi.n. He further spoke of King's wHlingnags 
to QQOv^ln the direction of the Left a;id stated that King was no kind of a 
leader for the Negro people to have. 



i^TAILS - CONTINUED OVER 

1 i 



REX ca:: : 
i 
I 

v:ritt\^.. ill 

Ro\v:.r. ; 
China put oi^e -A'^c:: ■ 
Action Moveir.e.. . 

its wortL. 



headed xho VSlk. cor; 
di^esslaji down u>j.: he ' 
Looniis t:::-t ..ad cp^;-. 

a bailie nOiic^n thai lie v-ou^ 



v^av 
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L was i; 
:! Coinini;:- 



■ (/ this 

v -.-es sr.: 
V'oice of '\. 
■oa with ttii^ .r 
.'-''iiiis and, a.c 
■v-u£-ably -Irr .;- 
■an VGA inde- 
.L-Miv ran the t 



•J.C.-' 
Of 




V.'.'. ... ' • Ki^unist 

:v Iv • .''y .tionary 
.vl ■ ' - . 'tide, 
-v/v '.'f • ^^ations, 
' ■ ■ " ■ rcT>^-rting at 



.-•JiOii-n in vi.e ''Evening 

■' ..- i-:nry 
. t )A ) v/hile Rowan 
R ov 'a r- e 5 . -. r ib e d a 
to Ro A'an, told 
■■^ or wiis man ile sting 
i its pnrenr body the 
A aloc! from policies of the 



41 



Justice Department." In coijiection with thus artu ie, tlie Director 
requested mat the "EveiAn;; Star" be written and told that "Rowan's 
grati:t;ous^siur on my acnv-aistration of die FBI completely irresponsible 
and untrue. Ihis was done by letter of 4-4-69, over the Director's signature, 

Howan is not carried on any of onr mailing lists. 
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7, 



Ill 



irx:- --c th^t Dr. 



.'.ir. jsl 



. » . ■:•■ (.:)•■ .r.-y 

I., "- . T ;.,„.. I ,.;f-».^ 

_.ru~s *- c~.v, iiVk' ccvr- 1 v, cc-., 
:- t:;; c:-'.wr;'.;iv.:.i; ti nio^h 

>■ Bl:,:!: ?:u-lL-i.i. Pi:l:ctt em- 
f -plcy:- iac../. a '.c'r-:-.or.e wire- 
* z. r".::ror.r.c:^s plactcd 

T; ■. ; ; c r. : c f o'c-cLrcnic 
c:.-. ;:-..-o:-.r.":. wl-icli violate 
li:.. i:.v; ^nci a prcfi- 



^. '-r L..- IV:":.--.:: i:,!)! 

i I. ;., VliloU 

J-... .. ..' t'i:.y to.tVt ."N.i-- 

\ , " il'iO iiill a 

. (..■ ■ ;': 1 v..j\;l;i!».'i 
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'.!.". ' ■ / •...■■i.--- ~ rj:.ur.c;. 

. . . . :'..»part oT n'.oit 
» 

, ;■; ••:!•> f«-. 'i lilt* 

t..- : •' i : r:. .-.u-ity/' 

' : :i. ....:y Ua;: had no 



fc.'.r. sL.. ■ 

marc t:::r.7£ — keJ.: .. 
ty — o»i""o; Icar tr. ■ ■ ■■ 

f Cinrk's s:r;:=rriCr.i i.> ir-'t h-. 
i -^cU 2r Ih:. ■ ;. he i. 
i' to l-.rar c' Iho vvii-cu r:--J\''- - 
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vr ■ . 7 ,1-* ■■ ■ !. . 
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) 5r; i r d t^.e civil r i 1 <'■' i ^ . 
^ ~ bv V of re . ; ' ..i.. 

. \V;.-.V'i.:r.: ■AC .• 

IL;.. . «.:..< .t! \ • ■ ■ i>'. ■■- 

' •;; ; \h ■ ou'ii;liy : • * I'' 

iioriCj aijoui Dr. Ki:.^ -i'U 
\K\\zi ill- t;jr'-lr;;s alic^ccl.y 

Evco'J^-y clcc in V.'ishir-*- 
toa of cny con'-.oi" i.c:.cc kn ;\v 
it, and mcr/.' cDpicicd it, b::'- 
DO or:? sojniCu to V'jsiv: hew tr 
( ','0 aboiit tn£'r::n?, tlx l- BI biid 
to the laws of th: lEr/l 

t There is a ncMoo-fiippcr.t 
*'iS:'jn:iptior. in V«':i:.].L-.;;jtcr. thr.i 
c J. Ei Kocvsr has bocii F'nl 
I Crcc cr io: 45 years fcccaui-.^ 

iiiCa U;uL h- kr.j..' 

t inu:n alout them to be ro 
I placcJi- So not only ft'os aot 
i v"jir.c.'d ar.v of rho yDi:i:.'~; 
^jor* voi-y alio r ni in-:;; In llic 
' riOnioi coiirsv" of thiny.N but 
f Jo"i:!i:-oa nn.: M -.on 

; li.-.wr felt it v.i:,C or or.j-koJu-ilt 
I Jllo v/alv^ r« bw ^^.yin7. iioovor 
\ lias reached the roc^un^i-chair 
Jty.o. 

; " i;o^v:r our' it to ht; to'. need 

! ly- 

[*r..i. iloowv lu.'iy iv.vj a 

' J..^!!''*r i<'!i ' i'"' t. II.'- 
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* MR. D£ IX)ACH 
1:R. bULUVAM 

laR. fitsaop 

£lr. KcTvbold Noyes» Editor of Tbe Evcniiis Star c&Ued* Be said ^ 
be tharJicd xne very i^uch Xor taliUn^ to hlxa because he knev this vas a& (o 
iinugyiri Jdnd of thins to have happen. f^,ft*^ 

He sold be wtmled to ask xne very ecriously, but he nzs sure I vaA 
fATT.tiiar vith tiils aad given thought to It already, but he vanted to report on 
Lie o£ their Etory that vas run yesterday about the authorization that 
tl.e X bad from hit. Bobert i^oocdy* to release the hing utateriai; that 
ticy z.re g:cttiz:g a great deal of static froxa people vb^o are telling tbcxn 
th &?.y tl.e^ have thla authorizatioxi, but they doa^t release it and don*t afaow 
^I:rl the uootmcnts are and xsany of these docusu^nts tiiat have been released 
in the pzEi are fuz2y and don*t really show there ivas clear authorization to ^ 
do this and ill general there is a ncDdispcsUion on the part oX the readers to 
accept the idea that Bob ii^ennedy actually did authorize the tapping of iang*ft 
nhon?« He said, *!2\ov Z Just want to ask you as seriously as I can to relcaso 
tho£c docoaeds. You have them. They do sbow, I presunaet exactly whttt 

I told h(lr. Koyes that he authorized it in his ovn ham^iting on !^ 
OctC2ber 10, 190o; it uas installed Kovember 6, 1903, and discontinued 
/^prii £0» I told lU*. Koyes tbat» as a noatter of fact, when Kennedy 

wu /.tcomcy General he re<;ucsted tUat the telephones of Dr. Ktn^ be covered 
by electronic device and was pertAiaded by our people not to do it in view of . 
the iros&ible reporcussions, then later he changed his siind and delayed 
brirci::^ the niatter up again until in October the authority was sJigced by him 
Ln Ll^ ov;a Landwriting and it gave us the authority to do it and we discontinued 
it ca X. j>rii CO, under the adminictration of Attorney General Katzeobacti. 
I.Zr. i;oyci> sold he understood and asi^ if they could report this. I told him 
— fco could fjort what I jatve said to hicu 1 told ttm the reason I was drawic^^ 

^=:jLH;edm (8). ^ k^^^^ wCc^lJ^/^^ r ^ . V^^^^^ tt69 
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Keicoraadbaai for Messrs, Tolson, DeLoacht SuUiTaii, Bishqp June 19^ |I9^ 

line o& this is that &lr. Tolsoa wrote (C^l) Ho-cran about his slaacleroas coluson 
la^t Sundny smd be, Rov&a» wrote back in which he asked a series of eight or 
nine ciue^tion^» such aB» did we tap tiie telephone of a half dozen leaders liize 
V.U^insi ol the KAACP« Farmer, ei^bt or nine others, Abemalhey; or if we 
hca W^^d tae phones of a Cos^resi^nan; and various other things. l£x. Noyes 
sai;^ he vas not arlJnj all that. 1 told him he could certainly print what I say 
bcccucc we are writic^ back to Bowan today that since he did not seek a^y facts 
bciore prIalin^^ his column, he was not entitled to any informaticn from i:s at . 
this time, but as to the question he has asked, the dates that these wiretaps 
Tv^rc on, I have the original copy of it on my desk* it was signed oy Kennedy 
in hie own handwritiag on October 10, 1963'. 

Mr. Noyes said if I had one minute, could he repeat back to me what 
he understood I had said to him so there would be no misunderstaadiz^ and also 
C'juid he tell me that he was adding into It come details that he thcusht they 
aires'^ understood about this from other sources they Jiave talked to. * 

Ee said it was his understanding that in June, 1963, &lr. Kiennedtr 
did £u;^cit through a liaison man that he had with xne, that I should keep an 
eye on MartUi Luther Ein^ because of his association with people that he, 
To^ovt K£c:;cdy, was concerned about and lie, Koyes, was particularly talking 
about CtaiUcy Levio2>on and a fclloy named Jones, both of whom wore supposed 
to be of &!arxL»t leoninjs and that the Attorney General was concerned about 
£lir.j*5 relatioss wit^ tJiece people and lie thought it mig2it be a good idea to put , 
sn elecLronic surveillance device ot sosie type lato the picture to see what be 

doij:^; that the IHl cu^cstcd at that time that this would bo a difficult 
tlJr J Id CO bw'cause of the fact that IsOn^ traveled around so much and there were 
£ h.l : f x>cliticai repercussions that might result; but then subsequently on tha 
V^.:. cI Koveirdi^cr (and I corrected htm and told him October 7, 19C3) — on 
C 'I 7, 1£C3, I reported, and this Is a mcn^orandum from mo to the Attorney 
C ir.r.v'ii, a four- paragraph document, that 1 iiad determined the feasibility of - 

^11:^1:);; taps on the telephones of the SCLC headquarters at Atlanta and 
. :-^x: Yurki^ii^ if he authorized It, I was prepared to go aiiead and do it ai«d thaH» 
cLce tzjc^^ me, the memorandum, with his initials^ I told him with his loli 
nr.rje, Hc^ert F. Kennedy. Ifr, Kc^cs continoed- o^k^M by htm, datiog thftt 
10/10/C3* I told 22r. Hi^that was correct. 
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ILu Koyes cootinued tJbat It vas his wuSerstanding that I had no 
Injection to his usin^ this — Is it o.k. ior them to Identify the FBI as 
the source or il&tiy say It on their own. I told him X would rattier be ibtly 
said it on his own, but I antici^A- similar requests irom other sources that 
I would net be as Inmk with as I have been with him* Mr. Doyes-said o*k.; 
that he thou^t this is a vise thing for me to do. 

Se said if I had one more minute, he would like to tell me one 
reason vty he isappcned to be interested in this thin^. ficsaid he had some 
yo'dcz people with whom he was friendly who were involved in a wedding 
this we&k&nd and the boys and girls all ended up at his house alter the thing 
and he did nst iknow whether they had read Kowan*8 column, but they J were 
tar*ttng about the fact iiow dreadful it was that the FBI would have presumed to 
tap ths phone or keep an eye on ly^artin Luther King, a great hero. B« said 
aXtcr listening to this for about an hour and a half, he told them to hold on 
a minute, that it was his understanding that the Bureau i^ been checking m ^ 
Kins because there had been allegations that lie had been in touch with 
rcco;;niz&d or potential communist agents and the reason nothing was aver 
released or done about it was that after checking into it, they became 
satisfied there was nothing daogerous and be asked them what they would 
thin2i of a Govermncixt that did not check into Information that seemed to show 
that communist agents were trying to work oa a man In lUutbi l^Uher King*s 
position. He said these kids listened and were astounded that there might be 
another side to i^and he was telling me that this was taken by Bobby £en&ed|y 
from the point of view of the generation gap. Mr. Koyes said he thought this 
Is an important story. I said he became a kind of tHessiah for the generatton 
gap and Individuals who were pro-King and still are. 

I told Mr. Noyes that as to the matter of electronic infitaUaHnnB, 
I have never authorized an electronic installation of any kind at any time 
except with written approval of the then Attorney General and that goes right 
down toloday. I said I do not have authority to do it myself and I do not want 
it as I f e^thc Attorney General should be the one to approve or not approve"^ 
electronic surveillances axkd we use It only In Intemal security cases ind now 
In organized crime. X said In organized crime, the authority iias to be obtained 
from the courts under the McCleUan bill and In security caries — espionage, ■ 
conamuxriifractivities«- that Is approved by the Attorney General, whichls^ 




ilecoran&im for Messrs. Tolsoa, DeLoacb^ fiullinfit Bisl»p June 

aUovxa xa-i^r the UcCleUan Bill* I contiaued that the Howaa article indicated 
vc were promiscuously continning this sort ol thing vUhout regard tQ restrictions 
or regard to authority , so the truth ol the matter Is, I have never ever author Ued 
th3 in:^t?nr.tlon oi a technical electronic device except vith the approval oX the 
Attorney G;^neral in writing and ve have on £ile the original documents that 
suf ^rt that stateaiAnl. 

lor, Noyes said that when lie Urst asked me, X said it vas all right - 
to cite the £nireau for the authority and then I indicated I would rather have it 
come from them directly. Ha said if »in order to give this the authority it 

rSniil t^r>Tra it Iq nar*Acc^m> Kim #n w.a f^v* #Ka Biitfm«»4Hf c/\mA 

this, Is that o.lu with me, X told him that normally X would say no; that X 
would d^iier to his Judgement because he ktiows more about the matter of 
puJlic rei2.tioas and public reactfon. X told lilm X have been astounded at the 

recctioa oa Uus thing. I said &ome of these magazines, like Newswec^ 
Xitich Is o^iiTned by the Washington Post, carried the Casslus Clay testlii^y 
in Tcj:a& where he is on trial and where the use of the electronic device was 
expc-Ecd, and they stated the Agent testified the taps were continued nntU 

I'lnr'c Hf.nfH T fis^lrl Ifi itftfif^iA stf^A ffii* Agent did nCt SO tSStlly* ^ fisM 



in t^e Kin^ case. It was discozxtinued April 30, 19C5. I told Mr. Noyes that . 
if he thought it would be to the best interest of public relations in clearing 
up 2ns really serious doubts newspaper people have, X would have no objection 
to being quoted. 

I^. Koyes said he thaoked me and he thought Xwas makings vise 
decision in letting it come out. Be said thought it may be one ol the most ' 

I told Mr. Ko^ that when X read the Sunday paper and PvOwan*s 
article X thoa^t here is an individual who is a Messiah of the dissident left, 
cX ^IdzJx Eo-^an t& a part, and yet it was done at the instance of Bo;>Uy Kennedy, 
XJtio lat ejLhe came a great friend of King% notwithstanding he knew all the 
lacts, SLPlhLept him advised as well as- eVery Attorney General since. 

%f«» M«<Mr»A« feg M I A «MtA (hint* Q>u'mt fhle T tt1tnni1«t Mvnal«4Aw AaMV 

that is that be has the gist o< What Is in these things from me« but X Will be 
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S£ked immediately to release them teztaally. He said he thought I ought to do It. 
X told him I vciuld have to get the authority of the Attorney General tor thaL 
2^. K97es said that is another problem, Imt the text ou^ to come oat. fie 
said it Is very well for me to say vhat Is In them, tnit the test ought to come 
cut. 1 told him I realized that. Be said he thought once before v(f bad put oat 
photostats. 

I told him a Congressmsm, Gross, made Inquiry In recard to some 
of lU:ancciy*6 authprizatiODSbefore he died and after he left the Attorney i 
Gensralshlp. I said he denied he had approved certain attthorisattons ax;d X f 
scat to the Congressman Xerox copies of the authorization finned by Kennedy, 
as he being a Cocs^essman, I felt lie was ciitltled to It, an4^lu^n iftitomey 
£}eneral approved. I said in this instance, If we get a request from a Congressman 
or Senator along the lines be indicated, I would submit It to the Attorney General 
Vila my recommendation. Mr. Noyes said X was going to get an Immeftiate . 
request within the next couj^of hours or as soon as he can get this oot ^ 
from every news media for the text. I told him these were confidential 
documents of the Department and can only be released as to the text by the . 
Attorney GeneraL ; . < 

Ur. Noyes thanked flie. 
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X have received ywu letter* ol jmva^ 
th. The interest which prompted you to wriU^. lu&d 
bring the excerpts from "The New YorK Timcti' to 





W 1 attention is Indeed appreciated. 



sincerely yoursr 
J, Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain previous outgoing t J 
3-13-68 In response to his inquiry on the U.pic of communism.f^ 
C££:cs (3) * 
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MAILED 22 

JUL3-1969 

COMM-FBI 



7, 1969 



I*2d stater - -roi ; -j^lic? 
•'ederal Bureaij ot pstigation 

Ooar Mr. Hocver: 



Mr. 

Mr. 

ife 

Mr. C:. 
Mr. r. 

M;. r !: 
V..' 
Mr. K *t 
Mr. ^ • 
Kr. Tev 
Mr. 

Tel". Ku. 
M;»- il ■ 
M:ss Gh- 



! have been reading of your problems concerning the wiretapping of Dr. Martin 
Tjuther King's telephone. Your opponents are, in ^effect, accusing you of having 
perpetrated a great on just ice on Dr. B^rtin Luthef King, who was supposedly a 
j»reat American and a great believer in democracy. 

i would suggest that you call to the attention of your opponents and newsmen the 
following excerpts that appeared in the New York Times prior to Dr. King's 
death. Tell them to let the record speak for itself. 

From the New York Times: 
"Dr. King again urged young men to file as conscientious objectors 

and refuse to fight for the United States which he described as the 
"greatest purveyor of violence in the world today". 

Dr. King said: *The United States is on the wrong side of the 
revolutionary movement of oppressed x>eople throughout the world. " 

REC-38 /fH^/ 

The civil rights leader asserted that the United States policy on Vietnam 
had been wrong since 1946. He said that this country had supported the 
French in Indo- China rather than the independence leader, Ho Chi Minh. 
He said "when France lost its war, the United States selected one dic- 
tator aftlPfenother to prevent Ho Chi Minh from becoming the head of 
Vietns^". "Elections would surely have brought to power Ho Chi JiCinh ^ 
over 4 ^ttcd Vietnam", he said. ^ , 

In anotitg^g^t'^le in the New York Times, we read the followirig: ^ 
In his (Dr. K*rig*s} address, which was sponsored by the'^Clcrgy anu 
Layit^en Concerned About Vietnam, Dr. King likened the use of 
4raei ■::an weapoiis on the peasants of Vietnam to the Geriuoane^ tzn. , 
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B^r J. Ed^ jver - pagr 1. 
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medicine and new tortures in the concentration camps 
ecord speaks for itself. 

Very truly yours, 





( 



.1 



REC-54 /"^ ' ' 




P. 



-Xb. 





Dear 



Mr. Hoover \y ^ 
and asked me to advise you tu.-. 
1969, issue of ■The Evening Si r - 
to yoQ speaJcs for Itself. Be lais no itiirther coniL^'/E.^t to make regard- 
ing this matter. 



, . k .^er of June 34th 
•V :Ari?-.:e from the June 19, 
¥ab npx'evioiisly furnished 



MAILED 10 

JUi 1969 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely >,>tr8. 



A/ > 



Helen W , Of itiy 
Secretary 




NOTE: Bufik J wi;iclose in April, i9Ca. _ 
Texas appeared on a list of indlvidua''.^ expressin^^'opposRloirto the Vietnam 
war. He wrote on June 16, 1969, regarding the Martin Luther IQng wiretap 
controversy and by letter 6/20/69 we : ant him the 6/19/69 issue of "The 
_[tig Star" and advised him that it set forth our position in that mattf)'. 
:-.fji)9rently did not read the article carefully as he wonders where we got 
\^ auihority between September, 1964, and AprU, 1968, and the article 
! i»y Hx:.U ':i ?h? wiretaps were discontinued on April 30, 1965. He 
^:,V' rentlv -^e^l^-es to get into ba...v?c rc-garding this and it is felt the ^ve 
.;...u. ni:r jate. f-' x 
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port, Texas 775^1 
June 2l+, 1969 



i^j-. J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Inv*stij,i. 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Kr, Hoover: 

Thank you for your i#t:; 
FBI's position concerning 
King's telephone. 



June 20th explaining the 
V i«tapping of Dr. Martin Luther 



I still would appreciate s clarification on the follow- 
|ing: Robert Kennedy resign^ o ac: Attorney General in Septem- 
ber, 196W, but an FBI agent ro.ontly testified In federal 
court that ^h* wiytap continu ed until Ki«g * s death in 1268. 
[If neither Kicholas Katzenbac/: .aor Kaasey Clark gave permis- 
ision for such a wiretsD, where did the FBI get such authority 
;betveen September, 1 96^+ and April, I968? Is it coareon practice 
for the FBI to carry on such sc^ivlties without the knowledge 
of the Attorney 3ei*eral*f 

As a citizen of this country and as on«yL?ho is concerned 
about the increasing invasion oi privacy, I feel that you 
owe us further explanation. 



f 



Sincerely yours. 
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1.- r- 



Jul/ 3, X96if 
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Mohr 

Bi«hor _ 
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Gale 



BoTioz •« Robert L^Laggett 
Hoose of Raprcsttntltlw 
Washington, C. 20515 

^aar Congr m ; 

Tour Ictt«r of Jul/ 1, 1969 « has hemn 



Vbila I eartAlnlj appradata jrour lnt«r«at» 
other than the eneloaed mvspaper article » It ia not 
poaaible for m to furnlah 70U mj Inforaatioa ainee 
data In our files la confidential purauant to recu* 
lationa of the Departnent of Juatice. I regret that 
X cannot be of aaaiatance in thia instance- 

Slneerelj your a » 
J. Edgar Hoover 

See BttooraaduB 6. C. Moore to V. C, Sullivan 




Enclosure 



WOTE: 

7/2/69 regarding '^Martin Uither King, Jr., Security Hatter 
Comsuniat'* prepared by JJD:fah. 

Newspaper article being aent to Leggett la the 
one vhich appeared in the Evening Star 6/19/69 entitled 
*UH§^ Viretap Called RFK'a IdeaT 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D,C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am becoming increasingly concerned over recent 
reports relating to the late Martin Luther' King, Jr.'s. 
alleged affiliation with known Communists and Communist- 
front organizations. The current controversy has 
unfortunately obfuscated the historical record concerning 
Dr. King's activities in the Civil Rights Movement, 

In an effort to separate fact from fiction, I 
would very much appreciate a comprehensive briefing 
concerning this matter at your earliest possible 
convenience. 

Yours very truly, 




01 




? 



RLL:am. 



. ROBERT L. Lp?GETT 
At' Member of Congress 

10 JUL^1969 
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,:vv York j New York, i\. >. 




Mr. C 

Mr. 






AO-. 







■■ie ?' 



■s ^cTver, Director 
"department of Justice 
of Investigation 
D 20535 



Mr. : 
T€le. Ho- 

Gar 



■\ you for your Ictts^r of J'one l6. I am disturbed by 
•':ints that my letter to the New York Tines contaliied "unvarranted 
the F.B.I, and "unfounded charges." J^y utse of the^estion 
t ". central part of that letter was meant to be honest, not 
At "';he time, I did not have enough facte to knov who vets 
.ilnlc for the wiretapping or whether^ putting aside the legal Im- 
Federal Comrauni cat ions Act, there were sufficient reasons 
ii./ it. As to the former question, subsequent statements have 
'. ^be matter a good deal (though to my knowledge, it has still 
■:-r. explicitly stated that all tapping did stop when the authorization 
- .'. In regard to the. latter question, it may be it is Impossible 

before "the public enough infonnatiori about the reasons for the 
■ TL:; for Interested private citizens to make a Judgment on its ad- 

<.lty, but so far as I am aware no statements have been made since 
^tver that .would quiet my doubts on that score. 

I am somewhat reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to / 
faith, view of the needs of internal security and appreciate your ' 
r - jiade that clear. Perhaps the basic question is how broadly that 
A should be Interpreted when something as serious as continued vlre- 
.>lr^s absent judicial approval Is Involved. 



Sincerely yours, 



A> . JiEC. 71/ /JV ^^^'-^ 

..Tk 
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SUBJIiCT: 



kentIgheenawalt 
associa.te professor 

CX>LUMIilA SCHOOL OgF ,Vi " ^ 

CRTTICESM OF MR. H<X^'?^!^r A NI. Vi 
WIRETAPPING OF MAK?"^^ i i: 
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^ to you of v/ » /^^ 
'•^^ Director a'r-" '* 
. by Grtr-r ' 
- Accordingly, by It 
r :opy of Mr, Tol 
aiided charges con'i ^jriing wire- 



i" : ii appeared 
cter of 6/18/69, 
letter to 



o = | 

S3 



WJ fcU 

^ UJ «c 



Reference my memo 
as above, In which it vn^ anprovi.o ' 
letter to the Editor of "Th^ New "Jo. 
In the 6/14/69 issue of that newspaf- 
the Dire<;tor transmitt^jd to Greenavn 
Carl T. Rowan regarding Ho's^ in's uii^ 
^tapping. 

IV 

O By letter of 5/23/69, i 

^Director's letter and indicated that .*>: 
he **did not have enough facte to knov/ ^fiho was responsible for the wiretapping^^ ^ 
or whether. . . there were suf/icleri rcaaons to justify it. " He then Indicates 
that the l^ormer question has been "clr^rified" a good deal, and, tttough he 
still has some doubts concf^rni^ig the :?.tter question, he can see that it may 
not be pc»ssible to disclose enou^ ini'c':'Tnation at this time for It to be com- 

(pletely explained to the twbllc. Gref ru#.walt finally states: *1 am somewhat 
reassurcKi that the tap^ilng was done pursuant to a g^od faith view of the needs 
of internal security and appreciate your having made tliat clear. ^ 

OBSERVATION: 71 //'^ - / ^ P6) ^^C^t' 



''\ s Greenawalt ackiniWl edgcKi the 
time he wote bic origijfial letter. 



In view of the seueraUly conciliatory t<gie 



ralt's 

I letter, It would seem ^xl.i.' ibl^; to 'hxii matter novTresf siiic^^ffiere 
would be little purpose In further pursniing the discussioiLwdUj]L0l£fiO0Lwalt* 



RECOMMENDATION: 




That no furtJ^sr correspondence be imdertaken wltld 
Mi« Gre^enawalt oii tliiB vaaitt*?, and, accordingly, Ms letter not l^e 
aiwered ^ q/^ 

I ^ iMr^ - ^ ^ / : lAr, Gale 

v?^^H -1!^ ti: ;v.n \ Mr. Sullivan yCp ^ 



a (I 



Tht White House 
W&sfaliigtaB, D. C. 

D»ar Mr. Presideaft: 



«^ -IT . 




.if «. 



For your laformaUoa ther& l« ut^f i * eoiJy . 

Memorandum for the Altoraej Geseiral datei '.^ctob*'.^ '% IT .13, 
rcQueetisg that authority be graatc-d to HxC -^n.^' ^ 
BttTTelUance (wire tap) o nMarti c Ijoiti -"^ 
current addresa, or at a^ future wAdresh io \y 'au t ^ r^fty 
aooTe, .Thla was approved toy the Attorney G- r = » H r* f. 
l£luuie<l7 on October 10, 






There la also attached a eopsr of a m > r 
' Jfuly 16y 1963, from Mr« Covrtney A« Erans, j£ 
1^ Director of Hds Bureau, to Mr. Belmont, forrif. <* ; ..4iibi 
^. ; to the Director, Indicating a dtaeuaaioa coac^ <^ 
' tap at vhich time Mr. Kennedy atated any repvi cu .<fi 
ahould become known as a reaolt of auch a mu^/a: 
concern him at ali, that in view of the poasibSe eo\crf>^ 
Inflo^ce in thi racial situation he thought it mfi- 
have as complete coverage aa poaaible. Cn J ' 
^ Mr«*^enne4y returned a request for a wire tap 
£HmC]ie Informed former Assistaat Director i^^^tx:' ■:. 
Z withdrawing hie prerioua request b^c^ ^ 

% Mr. j^ans had outlined to him prerioaaiy . 



'Rijre 
f^hivh 
did nut 
■'A«t 
•uaie to 

< at wUch 
Oiy that 

:« reasons a. 



As stated abore, Mr. Ksnic^ Mmf »i^rtyitf 
placing of the wire tap on October 10, I96S« V / 



" the li 



Calla>>4n 



"* f ^ '^v' r--. 



3 JUL 7 19^9 



Ge)< 



' ■. Sut.iva.! 




( 



8 



:F 



■MIT 



a 



AttSRij G*BMral of tlw Civil Hl^ii? t^Mwitm^ to me as X>ir#ctflr 
q( the Bar«mtt» rtlattng Ihtt botk ii^ Attomty QtMral «id Ito 
Prtiideat had •^wraUl/ atroogly wir^ Dr, IO^k thai lhara 
ahooid ha ao I4irtliar eonaactioa bttwean Huatar Pitta O^Ml 
aad tha Sootbara ChrlMaa Xjaadarahip Coaferaaca* nia alaa 
ladicatea that Kiag waa laTormad that Staalay l«aviaoa vaa a 
aacrat mambar of tha Commoalat Party and that tfaia waa doaa 
at tha diraetioa of tha Attoraey Oaatral aad tha Praaidaal. 
The Attoraay Qaaaral at that tima waa the late Robert F, Kaimad 
aad the PreaidaBt waa the lata Joha F. Eaaaa^r. ^ 




ttacaralx yovrai 



Sodoauraa 



CT:LCB 



{ 



Edgar Hoover, Director DA'.-: September 20 

•cral BiTcau of Investigation 



ike Marshall, Assis tan^ .Ai i »• 
».,ivil Rights Division 

Hunter Pitts O'Dell 



ThiE relates to your letterhead memorandum 

of September 5 to the Attorney General, relating to/ 

Hunt er' P it t G 0'"Dell and the related prior memoranda, 

'J. appreciate your having sent copies of these to me. 

This matter had been brought to the attention 
of Dr, King sone time ago by me^ but in accordance 
with conversations which the Attorney General 
had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise 
in view of the sources of the Bureau's informa- 
tion to state that I knew O'Dell to be under Communist 
influence or control at any time, I did inform . 
Dr^ King and two members of his organization 
Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker 
soine time ago -~ thp.t since O'Dell was believed by 
many people to have had Communist connections, his 
association with their organization was not in the 
best interests of the organization. 

At that time, inconclusive steps were taken • 
to remove 0*Dell, and his job with tJie Southern - 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed « In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of 0*Dcill*s Communist connections, hov/cver, I replied 
that I was not in a position to give any. 

Following further conversations with Mr, 
Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the 
attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office 
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting 
which Dr^ King had with the President, This was ^ 
done at the direction of the Attorney General, 
Later that morning both the Attorney GcMVeral and 
the President separately strongly urged Dr, King " ' 

r<'1ldl^t there should be no further connect ioji between 

O-Dell and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 




IHCLOSURE 



( 



hov;c 
w am 



p t a i I '* 



Lame o c * . 

inf or jrj: . 
TO e m b e r of 
'- .> done a r t 
■ meeting », 
* \-:v. of the /I 

Prior to t^:at r 
.1 the At \ r ■ n.- , 
- present, it ha C 
1. h e best ir,lc- r i' . ■ 
King that \ " h a 
■:. v was uno - Cor 
'jn a previcuii. occ;; 
! • . s o c i a t i c n v; .i t h 
j;">on doubts about J. 
1 5 I e s . 



>n \iO\. 



be 



th D 



r {},' ... * 

V f r s a I a 
. Ki;^t:, 

..TO- again 



V 3.son 



■ n 

^ : S 

' a the 
based upon 



Mr, Evans 
done at 



ic'-al £.nd Mr, Evans at 
been decided that it 
L- of the United States 
any firm information 
.1 ill c o T: X o 1 , I had, 
:iion, warned Dr , King 
JLevison, basing the 
evieon's loyalty to the 



to 



h ought you »should have 
on for your file. 



this additional 



cc: The Attorney General 

'jhc Deputy Attorney General 



( 



JL 



.... \-, .■ ' f 



y V'- * ' C ■. • . . - '.'.') t his r c cj[\i g f? t ' 1 a t c "t h :l f.; 

* t c r . J . ; . i r . f . at C J a r en c e Bon j fim in Jon g , 

?i Hy .<-.:•>■ i ^. . 1 : . }i a c- 1 orj e jis fi^c :l a t .\ on with 

i,t?:j"t:! - ■. '.I V.) "Mr Sttinlpy J.ev;j.);il;on ■ .'■ 

i^^' <:■■(.■'■■ '-' • ■ : .. , h. been . in to sec Uu:cl;o 

Uursilxnlx i) sitnation. AccorCinfj to 
til c; /) G :'on . > hv^ • =. • A c t e d h c; h r. f i s c> a? r c G e r v fl ■ 



Jonc5i:^v v,,.s s- . ^ 

A/Xtb D- , IJiF oii . ' . . .-V <;>//\ 

purport O' t).c /iG'ft contact was- that'tbi?: ' ■ 
bro\uib; to }j;i.<; ntt'j^it:ion the .poEiPibility cfAOCt- 
;b.ifl t':)c)r,i:-.cH:t covcri-^vci on bot)i JoncP nnci Martin • 
lAJtbcr )s.X)i^, !i t/.-; 1 the /G that I vfis not fit ftXil 
ftcciuainlccl \v.:tb" Jc--^, but tbat, so ^ar a-i Kin:; 
conc:e:cj?.Ki, it wa: vi.>/ic>uf.; froi)) tho xoporls that be 
■v/as in a. travel /;[,: tns jj.vacticaiay all the tiiiKt, and""" 

*t "I' viur: ' -Ml <^ -ri-i j^i^l^ •!• -c, n j-i^*..'. — .« n '"1 - i _ . j f n - .. - - 

, t ...... , ^ .' J ,-. .L ^; . . I ; , ! L HI I.J l, .1. 1 1 .1. i.i: i\ t H X- U Cil O ;i. C R .1. .S 1 1 V V C; il. ,H 1 ) C <.r 

on bl.s r-:ri-.U;C' oi: i. . woald bo very productive. J alf.:o 
ra.ir.:cfd t))o ouc:r:;tior. a?^ to t})o reporcurssions Xx it . / 
Jibonld evbr beco;!^l! >:nov,-n that Siuch a Purveillai'ice..bad** / 
boon o.S K:;nr>', • " i 1' 





■.l': .:.rho ACi r.aid this did in ot- -con corn. Jkuu at all; 
t)K:t"i)5 v;ioY.' Oj thc: po.Sf.-iil>}.c; comt;iuni5.rc intliieiico ;Vji, 
tho' r;'C : al situation, ho thouf;)it 'it advisable to ' 
)iavc as.corplotfi oovovaiio as pon;f>iblc:. I. told hiii^, * 
jnid-r thcW'irr.i\!n-:t.".ncAs, t))at v'e voulo c)iocjc--i))to 'tbc/- ^ 
i:tr ltor to :;co covcra-i-o war. Xcasiblo and, r>o, i jt ' 
vciOd f;\0:»hxt 'an appvqiiriatc rccoMiisc^ndation to Jiin. • 



i y''- .\ uy-yy v-i!:! bavo a pro!! iuin^^ry (ix^rvhy 
• t:.:-. <-oVi;^ra[;:o is: ;r(*;ir;iblc: vii!;n iPiiit:? 

ENCLOSURE . 



T 






K 



STA'J'i: > 



}.IEi.iOJl/iMDUM FOK THE ATTOJOTY GEHErA: 



-.^r V^:-...: : 'SECUi^ITY J.JATTKK CO^iMl)HX^^'r /i ' - . 




- / RACIAL HATTERS - 




♦ -It is further reqiifcstcct that authority be granteci_ 
to j)lace a tech nicp.l. surveillance on the SCLC office .g,t tlic" 
c 1.1 r i* c n t 3Ie\y Vor k a d cb." ess or " t o any " • o t J le r "a^cl cir s -t o' 'V/lfi c h" vL 
*iif'-y wpYCd, ■ . . V . . :.. ■ . ' 



r 




VJOlni EdgfiiX lloover ; •, . '.-/•-• ' 



4' , , , 

f /-rE«nJpt>i*fu CDS. C**te{5a>B*^ J? 



eclassilicatifiitt^defiriits V«|^ 





A 




\0 



1 



1oIm« _ 
I "t norti . 

M..I.I 



r«i.|irr _ 
Cttllungn . 
Cfialiaj _ 

r»ii 

Sulliviin - 

Toii-. , 

T „ 
T»>. hikj 
UoIti.- — 
»r 



r.'. lM;,lnrf I alitor •! , t».-rtr^.-. 

Ti;» .■.•j«v<i«i..uu.i!«viow '^LL lriFO,'],.";^TI0.N CO.'TAINiir 
tioLoiio, wathiicton B0210 HEREIN IS UNCLASSiflED 

* 

Chari^o of our Scattlo OI£ice» has furniehod mo the odlto- 
rl.il, ''Iluovor lis Ui^hold in WlrcUp DluiJUtOi " from tho 
Juiio 2Gth cdUlon of your pai>or. I want to oxprcso my 
thanks for your kind remarks and hope that my future 
elXorts as Director of the FBI will continue to merit your 
approbation. Your staunch support is indeed appreciated 
and it means a great deal to me. 



Sincerely yoursi 
1. Edgar Boovw 



1/ 



1 * Seattle 

Reurlet 6/27/69 



•% 



^Tti\ Mr. t^racKen is on me special «jorresponaenis juisi. inis 
lettl^recommendedby the SAC, Seattle. ' 



EExam (5) 
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JUL 

MAIL hOCJUl I TrXC 



<9> 



TrxGTYKi: UNrrCD 



( 



DR. MA.RTIH LCTKEK M> 

^ «« attaching an •ditorlal which appeared w' 
In the SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, Spokane, Washington, on June 26, 
1969, dealer.? with the current discussion with respect to 
the captioned individual. \^ 

In view of his strong support of you and the . ' 

Bureai' a position, I thought perhaps you Hay desire to ^ 
address a letter to Mr. JAMES BRACKEN, Editor of the ^^>Sw 
SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, expressing the Bureau's appreciation 
•w*. m-^^jt^*,^, , DAAw<cE*n nas axways oeen a strong 

supporter of the Bureau and has editorialized very favor- 
ably concerning you and the Bureau on a number of occasions. Z 
There is certainly nothing unfavorable here about his. f 

Enclosure . ^ 




f NOT RECORDEB 

I ' ' 183 JUL 10 m 



( 

4 



■ ^ k i t . 



I i ^ t t-l «i i.i|)eii| )>r 



. ., : i^i* tio.'in.'al rr'iJ »!■ 
■I'. ' . j.i til lit! iii)r.|tt>>1l 
-i.il jii i-.'.nlrnlial 

.-- J.-iVn l.rein rit|i< 

' (1. . r 111 i, 

• }' 'I'!! rati'' jHimupv 

tlt« l.!-" JttiJ'i'4'l I'V' 
.■ .. ti I*fr'.»«!riil JJiIifi 

.<....; 1- i\ ]ti« I'nvivi'd Ctiiilfu' 
. I •.• : >it-v<>ill:tii4<p iitadn 
< •>>.-: U,c l;«!|litri]v A(1iiiil<iB' 

. .^r;.;ly rl.it •*w»rclaj.,>jiUJ" 
. . :-.! tjM<> .-: KihorJzi fl oy HofiCrt 
. i-c in imtrt. vj'ih ilift arlivi- ' 
• r:.,. Lu:.i<T Kinj; Jr., slAtO' 

J r.dcr. 

; b It; been s controversial fi^o i 
~..<oi ol his prorc5:;iGnaI career. 
.,;.,,.iri.Tniy hftd brca doubia is the 
.' .f\i>iiru to his Bs::oc»tc9 

■i:: -lii.-.i-Kv a ..'iiiKl Mr. iJrw.vt'r 
Jii.i.: I.. .'11 inu!<T AM:irk \ty Com* 
ri:Vv.:rsKcs In this couctry— . 
vcc by Mr. Koovcr's rcmarki that 
:d r.c: :c>4l|||^res of Mr. Kin^ 
cxpri^'yi i7-provaI of thca-Atty.! 
c:!y. Ti;|^ was done in accorda&ce 
rc-fjiilrcnitr.:-. 

hr.i f QUkVsri.in Of persoiial la- 

'^•r; '.hit ba>;k. 




It is fljCMf.iro rrfiTjiiiig In »ro Mr. I{(»o- 

i'i.l \viri<t.))ipiit); of Mr. Kin*. 

y. l!ir nirrr.;!} (-nuirnviTxy ovrr nrvora) mm 
uiK» »rr i,« rMtt«r liVinc tr.r,iMt 0u( of o^Ib 
iirt.1 r*ti.c.r fiiiile, u iilu.uld ta rfcintAihcrod 
that Fiil jiircctor nw*vcr*« rfcj.utiUoo is Uto 
point at Iv'.uP. 

Rrtnr 0/ hir .-i-p: ;u::.i wouIJ lifco to drivo 
lum from public o.7icc. Naturally, bo is quite 
vawiUlng to cocccdo some sort of wrons- 
doin- when ho Icnows ho was rirbt ind truth- 
ful 

■^hc way In which Mr Kii'on has upb?'w ' 
Mr^ Hf;6vcr shoijld ccrtAinly receive far grcaU ' 
er public eifili-ncA than (he quesiiooa^Jd 
*\itzn\\m reminj; from Mr. aark. J 




ft«wiifkat«**r< city ana atai*.) 



4 ST>ol>omn,in-Kovicw 



^>«»*» G/20/69 
KING 

Charaot«rt 

Of 

Ct«»slUe«tiMt 

r~l B*iiiq tftVMU««t«A 



6r 





:mm contained ^ 

::ERriN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 

I hftva r«c6iv«d yoor tetter of Jom tlad and vast to 
thank 70a for your klad remarks regarding tha FBL te rtew ot yxmt 
teteraat, I am attdosteg a copy of aa arttete vbleh appeared te Ite 
Joaa 19» 1969, teaiie of "The Eyanlng 8tar« Waahlngtoo, D. C. $ 
which eoncanu oar aetivittes retetteg to Ifartte Lathar Klag, Jr. 
and a«te forth the FBfa positloii In thU matter. 

SIneeralj fonra, 

J. Edgar Hoonrar 



MAiLED 22 

JUN3 01969 

COMM-FBI 



Endogara 

**The Evening »ar** article entiUad, ** King Wiretap CaUed RFK*8 Uea» 
6/19/69 



TolaoA ^ 
^^oLooch . 

M<*T 

Cmp«i 

Conrad 



Based upon available Inf ormatlOQ, %ifiles contain no record 
||«ntifiable to correapozident or his organizitiaQ. ^ 




June 22, i969 



Director .cigar Hoover 
Federel Bureau of Investigation 
Washing ton, D.C. 



Dear Director Hoover, 




I Our association with nearly 1200 members stands solidly 
I behind you and the FBI In recent criticism of the wire tapping 
j on the phones of the late Dr, Martin Luther^lnq. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation In their unending fight 
to protect our country from subversives had every right to 
use any means available to keen the "non-violent" Dr. King 



any means available to keep the 
under a careful watch. 



I 



There have been too many politicians and prominent Americans 
in their "white towers" made of Ivory who proclaimed that the 
late Or. King was a fine human! tarlan. 

However, we the citizens of our area who have always ueedf 
the special faculty of common sense, have always believed Dr. King 
to be a danger to the society of America and a threat to the> 
future of our great country* 

Dr. Martin Luther King was hand picked by the communist party < ■ 

of America and had groomed him to begin the "revolution" that 
is now beginning in our country* He attended training classes In 
^the company of high-ranking Communist Party officials at the 
notorious (noW defunct) Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,Tenn* 

The communist party had carefully planned hi a march in Se]|iBa,Ala* 
along with the operational control of the civil rights movememt* 
The "fantasy" of his "non-violent" status had become a perfeot ^ 
cloak of-^tagulse- so perfect It fooled presidents, congressmesi^ / n 
clergy, fta teamen, cabinet members and tffi£^^^®^®j - /O C - ^ /T 
^ Iwe urge ypu, now that the wire taoning has becom u i vu^lt g' ito ' ' - ' 




don't belong to 
lair A^;?ociption! 



sue a report de-classlf the communist link j 
King and make thl- 1- : : t^Ict- nut^l*siii JtJbur^ AI 
heritage and our futvr*= r^-y - :"?n « -i- it- 



yours. 




.» 



.- \ 



I 



Jen 



DaLoodi 



Biahop _ 

Co*p«r 

Colldton 

Conrad 

r.lt 

Gal* 

RoMII 

SulDvan . 
Tov.t 
Trotter 





BatUo, New York 14221 

DMT 

II vas kind of yon to write oo Jane Urd and 
eommcAt m joa dkl eooeeralng my •dmlnUtnttioa of thl« 
Barean. The thooghtM rommrke ol yoa and year hnrti a nd 
m aan a great deal to me and I want yoa to know of my 
appreclattau 



sincerely yoora, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: BufUes reflect no inlormatioa klentif Sable to correapcffident. 
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TELriYPE ONI 
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St- < 



SI 
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1i 



June 23 1969 



'•'over 



o 



' Sir: 




Sev«-si.l years ago on T. we heard Robert Kennedy say, when 
• ved whether had ordered a wiretap on King, that he couldnt remember. 
■ 'c !i??i?d that Euraii exc use many times when asked about something that 
ould prove to be controversial. A most convenient forgetter. 

No oae need'=-d a wire tap on King at any time to know that he was 
.^o -timing his wife. Rumor was rife all over this country. The usual 
^ Russian gambit is to use a woman to undermine any man they wish to own or 
eliminate, so King wa^ suspect. He was also a phoney and if he had lived 
•X few more years thai would have become apparent to everyone, also. 

^ My husband and I think 'you are the greatest living American and 

.V e hope you never resign. Most of the people we contact feel the same way, 
even the youngsters and as you know, they usually don't have much respect 
for anyone in public office these days. We are glad that our present president 
(and previous ones, too) appreciate your loyalty 6 ability. 




this. 



This note does not require an answer, sir. Thank you for reading 




Sincerely yours, 




loo -/o(^C7o-26i" 



1 JUL 8 1969 



to U O i <e 



4 rtlLINFOR^MTIO^•^f^'• 



HEREIN IS UNCLAoL-... 

S). 



r 



Ti-o 't^ C^^^iw^ "=>^ 





w** 1*4: -d'ti^K 



TO : lai . DL^^^XV-. y 

FROM : J. in ^ . 



M iijECT. CASS:Uo^»IAaCELLUS CLAY 

SLLLCTIVL SERVICE NUMBER 15-'47-*2- 
StLLCTIVE SERVICE ACT 




•.ai ivrn ii ^^^^ 

? - i.r. Gale Q ^ 
». * Jilr. llddy Jc \ ' 



- ^Ir. Devic 



-.'•ich copies vei*e Fiade 
eiliance on the 
hitadv.ritten notation ^as 



This is to explain The • 
of the log:s maintained on ^e ele^ ' 
residence of M artin Luther King w hr 
deleted from tbe xerox copy . 

SAC Frank Hitt, Atlaa 
pertinent logs were made by SA 
stated that he removed by blocklTi? 
"sur: up in memo" and also the lowei 
containing PBI Al3anta and the writ! 
initials. He stated that this was doiio bccAUse in his oploion this 
did not constitute a change or alteration of the facts set forth in 
the ioj and it was not pertinent, sii.'.-'ii f icant oj^ofva^ie to the B 
substance of the information. In .sujn!nLr5' , S'^-^H^^H^^ ^^^"^ that Q 
the celetions fell in the category^^^^^^^f tr^iv^rvotatior*s of p 
internal Bureau interest only. stated he did not 

advise bis superiors nor the Bureau ox the deletions because he was ^. 

assignment properly. 



/ , ijti L xero x copi es oi cne 
_ SA ^ 

i^p.ndwritten notatior. 
j.oii ox the date stainp blocl: 
oi 5A Nichols cfid Nichols 'n 



of tlie opioloa that he was performing hi 



>0 



At the time the copies of the logs in question were 

sub?,.itted to the Bureau by the Atlanta office, the procedulre was to 
have these logs reviewed at the field leve] . As of today, in 
accordance with your instructions, these lo^s are being reviev;e^r.t 
the Seat of Government prior to di Gs.=rr j-nr. t ion. V/e have h£.d sc::\S: 
highly productive electronic survei.' 1. .iocs where logs running ir;to 
several thousand pages have been ma^ntrip.ed and if, in the future, 
iSuch an extensive undertaking 3s iiidiccitcd by a request for matsrisl 
O'ji this nature, it will be called to yju* attention. 

- -'- ^C'-^' : 1 « SA ^^BBB||^fc.^'^s^ncorrect_ in beli eving^hat the.* phrase ' 
'"ttL., up in memo'^mTch he blocked op.t fe3.1 in the categoi*y;of 
i^c .v.i;\istrative material which should be deleted in disseir.iijatir:, ' 
copies of Bureau communications to outside agencies. It is the 
rccor-ienfetion of the Spe cial Invest igative Division and the SAC, 
ALlanj^a, cor.curs, that ^^^^UPpH^^ should receive a letter of 
cc jsuye xoV his handling oi~xnis situation- 'J — .^d:^ 6 7 <7 



2 
o 



NOT PfbCORUTL 
OVER ' ' i5 



/ 



KE:,''^ ; Clay 

z recurrence Of this situation the fir-r 
being renioctc letter to all.SACs that no deletions arc 

to be nade whei. ,:erox copies are prepared from logs maiiit; 
on electronic s . veillances* 
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fr- wetau c 



T ^ 

17 



'.•",! '■■'•1 cn . 



^■(^ A«Oci.i.tt 

The povernmer.t lias 'admit- 
ed the FBI chan.":d — without' 

{ir/o-niins li^e Jusi.ct Depart-' 
rrienl— a rerorried In;.' of v/ire-l 
lapped conversEiion? involvinsj 
former hop\-ywc;::i",t boxing 
charr.pinn Cassius Clay. J 
In disclosinc this to Clay's' 
attoir.e>s. the Department 
yesicTd^y conirncicd it did not 
|learn of the FBI action until 
June ]3, srvrral days after 
cop'.cs of v,hat Vtcre purported 
to be the original logs were 
filed in the U.S. District Court, 
in Ilousion. * 
John S. Martin Jr. and Mi- 
chael T. Epstein, who are' 
handling the Governmerit's! 
case against Clay, said the ■ 
original record contained tbe| 
notaiior., "S-^m up ir mcn;o.*') 
Edi the hand-written phrase 
wax blanked out on documents^ 
subn-..ttcd to tlic court con-,' 
CGrnir.j; a Sept. 4, 1964, tele-; 
phone conversation between 
Clay and Dr. Martin Luther' 

Vin" .Tr i 
•. I 

..Ttie discrepancy camo lo; 

it;j\'. \K]irn Clny's Imvyeri,: i;n; 
KJi.i .fif'd \\'.:h topics, dc- 
iji.'. t..!r.i to sr-e the original 
iJTifiscriplP. J>:pstcin and Mar-, 

|.^n then checked with the FBI; 
and four^d ti r penned-in por-j 
tior. was jcfi off copies sul^l 
ir.!Uv;c. in court. | 
.\o reason was giver: for the 

l.-.ni bsion. The FBI had no com-! 

|;/.on'.. And special FBI Agent! 

"Kc'jc;" H. Nichols, who super-' 

; vised the tap on King's tele-j 

tphonc. c^fiimed in an affidavit! 

jtho nontion was of no con-| 
sequence.'" — ^ 
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Date 



'i 'fi- 



■ adrnit'.pc 

the Justice 
. rocarded log of 

' ':or.s invo] .- 
,l.a■.Jrv.•eight boxinp 
i- Ciay. 
■■: tiiii to Clay's ai- 

C - pat leam oi Cnt 
.'.1 June 13, several 
>V'*-''? of what WCLX-; 
bf- oric,inal Ijjs 
L'.S. District Court 



~ was givc- 



'no re.'; 

:".-.:s.on. ivri Tii; rii'j r.. 

a:..l special FBI aj-eiu 
i>'> .crt R. Nichols, who super- i 
•: Ux or KiEg's teie-i 
'■■> ;. 'i.ej iii &a aiadavit' 
nota'ion was of no conse-' 



V.;... c; 



^ :v!ortia Jr. and Mi 
' L^i>itiTi. who are han- 
r r.n-j ent' s ca se 
j>:ii<i the original 

-■ :. :::.cd the notation, 
:> - r..i.T;o." 

ve. , ^ li-.e hand-written 
■v^i r.iii.ked out on docu-| 
s-^.:;.:iec to the court! 
'^-S - Sept. 4, is:;, tele-' 
ly.ivt.-iaticic between! 
' Br. Martin Luther I 
i 

■ --e-ir.cy cane to light 
s lawyers,, unsatlsiiaa , 
'S^j, dc:iii:;nGed to see the 
t/anscript5. Epstein and 
thcT. chocked with the 
t:;c- pCLnei-in 
v. - s ifcU ofi copies sub- 
co;ir£. 

r.'-eni attorneys Wcre 
about the affair, cx- 
ccncerc that the differ- 
cast doubts on the 
iji the documentf ibsjs-^ 



^ '\\'iien i initially scanned this I 
-Ci*. ' Nicl :,r< said, "I made the 

n .«>■:•.. Title:- Ectaiion 'Siim up in^ 
memo,' 3S a ilisg io myself to' 
consider this ^.s an item to be! 
p!;.( d m nicr.iorandum form, j 
; ' Upon s 1 1 \. 0 c , i li cn t detaUod re- 
viou- of ih'^ entire leg and evalu-! 
,aUon of its contents," he added,) 
! ;'f decided the substance of the: 
infcrn::;:ii)ri did njit warrant tliej 
■ preparalioii of a memorancuni."j 

' As summarized in the record,' 
I the conversation Nichols consjd-! 
ered unimportant was one in- 
which Clay advised King to! 
"watch out for them whities." 

Clay, sentenced to five years' 
kriprisonnjent for refusing in- 
duction into the armed forces, is\ 
seel::r3 further federal coiati 
hearings in an effort to 6»cnQr5' 
hi£ ccriviction. 
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»*s World 
amer (Washington) 



Date 



^ p ^T> 



{ 

f 



it 



-* hi' 



...^^ i Ei 

'h- late 
'■■'nj Jr. 
. If-. Elder 

. . ■ there 
■■ between 

. ' : ^ ;opFBI 
; . stii'oony in a 
■■■ .-rii/: in U.S. 
;• Kcj.-trm. 
filed s. ihe U.S. 

■ ■ . . . ;ii H{i--s'.on late 

.iio FBI has pro- 
' i;L:> of credibility 
. a|, preaches a cra- 

. ;\ v'ti srs seeking 

I'r.ri Cre govcrn- 
foi- avoided mak- 
. . The Clay heaj-- 
. ^vhich the fighter 
v^rial of his convic* 
v£-y(-'v- scLlence for , 
■:^'■^r^, touched off the 
- T.c: r El vvire- 

Ti Uxsc Houston 
j^. g:. Lhat the gov- 
::ri'r.it;ed thai it had 

V. :oLLp;:'ad the phone 
h'- --i the home of Elijah 

■ .-i.i oy this reporter 

■ ■ ■ *- . r>T>T L -.1-: 

t- 'htTf Pobert P. Kence- 
..icney general, both 
; . &r.a authorized the 
■if ■;;r:':'-: ph.:ncs. Kcnnc?- 
> .s.uccssor as attorney 
dc B. Kst- 
his aiicccssor, 
Chirk, have both dis- 
FBI claim that Ken- 
pi- the nirctap on 
i Ei',::ough they acknowl- 
. he approved it. 

U■^'i{ filed in Houston 
c fc"ce. the gcverrrjicnt to 
u J *i ents , w- ire Lap 
'"Wrj" trar-icripts and 
"tA :r-f:on. 

■ sfjase 0! Che contra- 

■ s ■'I ;-re.at issue: 
:ft.'r ; told The Star that 



s ', he hcd ITSQXC.OTUTidS. L. 

! ' ' Kennedy auihorizing the wire- 
^:ivy- taps on King. 
•;:;.'s- Kennedy resigned as atior- 

■ •- ney gcr.cvL] o;-; Sep: 0,19-34, 
f^'Ul Hoover told The S:ar that 
the King wj-c-up was discon- 
tinued on April Zo, 1&C3- 

Since Katzenbach and Clark 
deny approving any King 'Aire- 
|taps, who appruv'ed FBI 
eavesdropping daring the al- 
most eight months after Ken- 
nedy "left the attorney general- 
ship? 

2. The federal coun brief 
^laims that either Hoo\-er hed 
in saying that the King wire- 
tap was discontinued on April 
iou, i»o3, ur cLbe r Di ipeciaj 
Agent Robert Nichols perjured 
himself is his Houston testimo- 
Dy. 

"It wjs Special Agent Ni- 
chols who stated Lh^t the King 
wiretap had continued until 
April 4. isGS, the day of Dr. 
K i n g 's assassin a lion," the 
brief states. I 
(The transcript of Nichols' i 
testimony has not been print- 
ed, so the brief re.lecis the 
, memory of Clav*s lawyer, 
Charles Morgan jr., of Atlan- 
ta, and his asioc-iaics. The 
New York Times h;iR rcpo-tcd 
Nichols as tcstif>ing tJiat he 
was in charge of the survei)- 
ianee of 5ung until May 1965 
"and it was n,y i-nd - rstanamg 
that it went o.t aiier that.") 
I 3. The Star quoted Hoove- as 
sajing that on Oct. 7, J0S3, he 
reported to Kennedy that it 

wiretap telephones at head- 
quarters of the Southern Chris- 
tian Licadership Conference in 
Atlanta and at an unnamed 
location in New York. 

But testimony in the U.S. 
District Coart' in Houston 
shows the government exhibit- 
ing a Ics purported to be the 
result of a wiretap of King's 
home telephone. 

This raises the question of 
|iow many King taps the FBI 
had, and which ones were ap- 
proved by Kennedy or iLyone 
else. 
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Clafk Says' 

' By Ronitld J. Ostrow ud 
Nicholu C. Chriit 

XiM AatelM TlBM 

Termer Attorney t3«nen1 
Ramsey Clark Mid yesterday 
hat while he beaded the Jus- 
Ice DepATtment, U)e FBI had 
BO authorization to wiretap or 
bugyfTie Rev. Z>r. Martin Lu 



t 



i lUJ 



the? Kin£ Jr. 

[Id An interview, Clark laid: 
*Tbe implication that people 
thought Dr. King wu a aeeuri- 
1y threat are outrageous." 
Clark also denied that be 
er had authortxed the FBI to 
ug' or wiretap Elijah Mu 
hajnmad, leader of the Black 
MniUmi. 
Clark'B statement raises _the 
- I^uestion oC whether the FBi 
acted without authority in con- 
ducting electronic turveiUanee 
of the two Negro leaders while 
Clark was in offlee. It also 
Suggests that the FBI may 
have viola ted the I«o3 Execu- 
tive Order by President John- 
son providing that no wire 
tapping "shall be undertaken 
or continued without first ob- 
taining the approval of the 

The first official acknowl* 
edgement that Dr. King and 
Muhammad had been moni- 
tored came list week in Hous- 
ton during a Federal court 
Scaring on the appeal by for- 
mer heavyweight champion 
Cassius Clay of his 1967 draft 
refusal conviction. 

il Clay contends that FBI 
eavesdropping on his con versa 
tlons with Dr. King and Mu- 
hammad tainted his conviction. 
Confirmation that Dr. King's 
^ bome fi^m was tapped from 
liM jinUTaround the time of 
AM fiaaassination, April 4, 
came from FBI agent j 
Hob^ Nichols. Asked 
ntinued until the 
N^bols 



tasjpntinue 
VQV'"1U(e. 



:ea u me 
be.«sM8H 
nodded, n 
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The Waahington-poot 
Time a Herald 




I itat^e^ late Friday refer 
A^ng newsmen to Director J 

It^gar Hoover*! testimony be- 
iore a House soibcommitlee on 
I appropriations In the years 



The Washington Daily Newa 

The Evening Star (Washington) 

Hie Sunday Stisr (Waahington) — ^ 

Daily New» (New Y6A1 \ 

Sunday News KVgfm Yofk) £ 



The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltioipre) 



1965 through 1968. ' llTrhc Daily Wort i 

I Hoover testified then thatfX. • ii'j „ . 




n. 



A v*" V l\ 



\ 



the taps all were authorized 
advance and in writing b>- 
-Attorney General then in o 
fcce. A Justice Department 
Lpokesman termed Hoover's 
^stimony "Accurate in every 
, Tcapccx. ( ^ J 

tv;^arK aaia o* rrquuvu uie 
BI, over whom he was the 
uomloal superior, to give him 
every three months a list of 
Individuals vndei: elecbvnlc 
surveillaoce. 
i The names df Dr. Ki**' £n€ 
^ Muhammad never appeared cr; 
»udi a list, he taM. 



The Wall Street Journal 
RLC 36^' National Obaervor . 



P eople'a Worlds 
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TolMtr 

D«Looet> 

UtAt 

Bi«iiop - 

Casp«r 

Callahon 

Con rod _____ 

r»\\ 

Colt .... . 

"st— 



I ham r«celT«d joax oonummicatioii of Jqne S4tii, 
w.Uh ^ cloaure^ «im! certalaljr ivpredate your ktnd ranarks 
•''^.r.t;. its 4 v^£;&r c!lng my admlnistratiOD cT th» FBI. I hope that 
oiH Iw 9£fort« will cootlaue to merit year approral. fa riew 
m your concern, I am enclosing an article vUch aets forth the 
FBTb poattioD coDceming the liartiB Lather Kli«, Jr.. viret«p 
eoatro^eray. 



MAILED 22 



I villi 1-1969 



Sfaiceretr youra, 
h Edgar Hoover 



S'r 





"TheEveniBg Star" article regarding King wiretap, 6-19-60 

^""^ b ^ '^^.-T; 

f^prS: fifties contain no information identifiable 'wi^ correspondent* 
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D«ir Sir, 

this MtioB, and the t r , m^;-^- • ior* 
there ImTe b«ea Ryir^ heart-tr-:iaklii,«; 
service due to Supreac Court iecid* 



/^ce towsrd law and order 1a 
' s Const! tut ion. I AA sure that 
:^cw*3nte for you im your years of 
^^5. politically aotlrated aets. 



Mr. tUfr^ 

Mr. lu.'. vM 

Mr. T.Td , 

Mr. TroU«r 
Teie. 

Mitt HolM 
liiai GmaOj 




and unfair critic ies by uniaTonied individuals. This coxutry is 
fortunate im that we have had sowmj;;,- with your ability and integrity, 
nt huably ask thit you reaaia as Ixm^ as you feel physically able, for 
Anerica ia sorely la aeeri of worth:^ ^/»«der8. I 
The enclosed artie?.! has isatea i^pr^a my heart like a cancer* l0n*t I 
there sose way that tht truth ibout -"^Iji^ and ioae of the Cwupiracy ! 
can be published 7 It is ti«e that the qrth ttet aurrounda hia ia 
ended and the public is informed as to what he was up to. There are 
a lot of Black HUitiants in this area, and goM registration won't 



stop their intentions. Concerned eitiaens are keeping their eyes 
OFEK. 




Gi'tofol Cltlcw 



7^ 




EX-J03 



A r 



' \. IS 
V.'.AT\ when 
: ability to 
Jil£^-dt to 



lo: of peril 



.;<of it — 10 

..iiiU?4pris of a 

homes and 

n-^r.irtnicrt of final 
t.^.v. ill Federal 

"... v\;is under 
: s: vill.^nco in 19C4 
■ F'-! ;i.::cnt who 
\i this surveillance told 
'A was my 
liiai it went on 



.- vno'.f in:th is that Dr. 
phones were lapped, his 
> r: raons b'.:sg^. ^'^^ 
. ii^r-uViy shauOweu Tight up tO 
r line he was sUin in 
■:::phi5 on April 4. 196.S. 



V. * .»! HKcnU C. Brnry 
I'..,.!!, told the court in 
-Houston, Texas, 'that lor four 
solid years he had listened eisht 
hours a day, five days 3 week 
to the conversntions of Elijah 
^Ii;h:mima(I, l<\idf r of the Black 
JIuslmis.' PickcU crtpto^c' Uiih 
a telephone wirciap and a 
micror^ione planted in ' 
Muhammad's home. 

Tliese cases of clcclronic 
ciivDii*iropinn;^, wliich violate 
both federal law and a 
Prciidcntial executive order, 
were disciOwCu io a ^t^ g ^ t?^ 
former heavyweight boxin;i 
champion Cdssius Clay's effort 
to overturn a five year prison 
sentence for his rcfiisal to be 
drafted. 

Thcic busginss, which caught 
&ome Clay conversations in 
their -net." are but a fraction 
of the illegal wiretaps that have 
moved this country far doser to 



Jndif- 

rea. aoi, jart of aost 

American*? 

Fiffct, there is the general FBI 
juslificaticr. for cti<^ 4>m>:».. 
naljoniil ^^'eiiri'y." * 
^' ' ' Cen. Ham'*.' 

s viDphaucail 
t -..i i^d no authority" 
10 wiretap or bug Dr. KinR, 
as-serts that "the implication 
that people thought Dr. KJnc 
was a security threat is 
outrageous." 
sun, that term "raUonal 

SCCUrifv" is mnro rvnu/A^r..! «i 

"motherhood," /or it evokes 
'car. and men sUli surrender 
more things — indudins liberty 
— out of /ear thaa tbey do out 
of love. 



* m 



The ;i JZ/l.r" ' 
vj..v-.n;.?: 
as ihi'.-i 'f. V- . 
hear c/ jh^ ht* 
bug^'in^ of 
Ciark poiMbi** 
wawar.-." ■,- 

justifying Isiijc. V 
I by titiliatine K>n-^!«i^ 

men and feeding a' 

ammunition to Soi. ' 

who despised the civ., ] 
■ leader — all by w^ • 

revealing "tidbits'* picki..' 

through the wiretaps 
; buggings? 

Was Clark unaware if:-* 
i certain FBI officials ux.c 

roaming the country leaking tu 

newspaper editors poisonoub 



Americans realize. 



5:cne.s alwur Dr. King and what 
• bu?gings allegedly had 

LvcrsOocy ei*e in Washington 
any c jr..scquer.ce knew it, and 

• v-k'^-Jt-K H, ou: no one 

seeme d to know how to go about 
making ilte FBI bend to the 
laus of the land. 

Tj.ere is a no; -too-flippant 
asaump.'io.T b Waihin-ion that 
Edsai- Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 years because all 
•.-•c i-cceni Prcbidonts have 
assumed that he knew too much 
about them to be replaced. So 

rot Onlv y»tM<i hs rtnt 3 X 

— . • — - "v iiwi (CH'ACTO oy ■ 
any of the younger, ver>- able 
FSI men in the normal course 
of things, but Presidents 
Johnson and Xixon have felt it 
wiic or expedient to waive a 
Jaw saying Hoover has reached 



the rocking chair age. 

Hoover ought to be replaced 
as FBI director'— immediately. 
As Washington agency heads 
go. Hoover may have done a 
better job than most. But the 
people of this country knew 
something when they limited the 
time one man might serve in 
the Presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdoms as inimical to 
the democracy, the personal 
freedom, that we have come to 
cherish. 

If it is dangerous to have one 
man scxve three full terms as 
Fresideni, it is far more 
. dangerous to have one man take 
lifetime possession of a powerful 
policc-investjgative agency that 
prods into the deepest secrets of 
Uie most prominent, most 
booored oUzens and has the 



power to discredit, even 
destroy, almost, anyone. Hie 
kind of abuse of and contempt 
for the law manifest in the King 
and Muhammad eavesdropping 
becomes almost inevitable when 
a man is left in a key job as 
long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more 
thoughtful man, or as concerned 
about the preservation of 
democracy and liberty as his 
speeches suggest, be would have 
resigned long ago. He wouM not 
keep putting Presidents in the 
political bind of deciding to keep 
bim or ease Mm out. 

It is dear Hoover has no 
intention of resigning. So when . 
docs the President muster the 
courage to say: "Wdl done, 
thou fiood and faithful servant 
Goodbye."! 
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SAC, Nt. yOKK (100-136585) 
. MARTIN LUTHER KING 




ReNYtels to Bureau 6/21/69 and 6/22/69. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an article 
ja; ,^ -xrlng in the "New York Post", June 20, I969, page 53, 
icrtp j.cned, "ABout Hoover, King and RFK," by JAMES A. WECHSLER. 



few York Office will report further information from 
'when obtained. 
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NO USa to follow 
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. 3iit Hoover, 
mg and RFK 



f 

i - ; -..J JAMES «rv.'ECKSLEB 

J »" • drc sr.d br}if-f, Robert F. Kennedy 

d ■■; .'ii' :'f;.r It.c .'■ j ir l:ii-r:np on Martin Lulhtr Kmp. It 

vvaj; not a Of': - -, it,, l hp vipwt-u in re ti expect vviih any piiu8. 
Thr.' 15 c:c iv, -< ■ • iiiG cuiiTnt FBI effort to documtnt 
Kciii.ni^ ■ tri'.t'i-,'-. ii ;he case has a quality of posthumous 
oLfc«.f rilty. 

yor the i'-siiP obicorfd by thc?e self sfn'ing and Wliitcd FBI 
e\eic\<-r'F in rf>'fl«it;o:.' 's v.hcihor this outiapeovis jntiiision was 
Konr-roy f i<!fi cr v. .Ktif i v. as a rc.-ponse to the U'md ol data 
that J. Edr^ li..-^ inflicted oii Innumorablc Atiorneys 

Gt-norr.! in vkh'A::^ ■ .ba sanction he obtained from Kennedy, 

This is no i.ii.;7'l!5tic apologia for P.FK. I should like to 
bclj^^•e that he r.ave responded diffei-ently if the issue 

had bcT n pic-fnipJ to "nim '>aier in bis iiff. But this cannot be 
provf(i Vh:,: ^ Cz en ilit bri^is ol pcrtoniil fcnei-fvaiion 

■pis that ho had r. tic ; cnirig concei n about the FBI director s 
rolp during Lis fijj.il y< ars on earth and that he would ahjiost 
ccrta*n1y have -fi-^ incf-d for Hoover's retirement if he bad 
iicht<-.'ed the Fifsidency. 



Mliat Is Intoh'rabJy (.tckeDiii)^ about the prrwnt hU(-re<t^ion 
of offKial and unoTficiai ix-i cases from Mr. Hoover's office Is 
that I hey seem dc±>i^nc-d to stain the lives of both Dr. King and 
Bob Kennedy. 

It Is understand a hie that Mr. Hoover should feel a certain 
Indi^Dirt^ al»OTit pubhshed reports that he acted on his own, 
and^^refor* lawlessly, in ordeiing the surveillance on Dr. King. 



ENCLCSUR£ 



So kt us grant him the r^i'i*^ V Hobctt Kc*-- 

wdy — as he had so n)any otlKi 'X^ft.f t~ < ;jf^c tame offic*?-* 
Into ratifying a <ir€ajy SiiO'-itiife ix^r^i^t, 

— It is the unhappy history of ti>^ ' T>cyi. that Hoovtr 

has lor so long <x<?r ltd th'.?- kin-:' ' vT*.Uj...iiUs political W?cJ(- 
mail. In this instance he cr^jm .j-icai*- Ktnned>' the view 
that King was in contact vxlth c^vi. -n si: rfct characters; if 
Kennedy ignored the wsTring ar.u KlMtr p*;'\ed to be a hout)} 
thrower trather than a viciim >, tj>t F*?r«t v .'k J public relation;^ 
«pp;iratiis would have qukkty vihiepcca the v.oid to the Wash- 
ington press coips that ihe Attorney Gcntial had capriciously 
rejected Hoovers pica for continuing :«r>irity of this danger- 
ous man. 

In fact M>jflt Hoover "-goi" on Kir.-.- \ - -nat he had a play 
fij] quality in hi:5 )ifo, -jnd tr.iiL tho <,ivil iighls movement ilid 
noi alwajs obey the co<jos of private purjtanism. Certainly it 
was ali-o true that he n-it-t wifh many vas i' iir'.<; of political men. 
Some of thcni with FBI doh.^iers. but hi-r t-s.'.f'ntjal integrity 
and pciitical indrpendonce wvie never soiiously challenged. Only 
the crude Xoimat of "ra^v" >'BI material could have lenderctl 
hiin guilty by association. 

. * * « 

Vat.lfl.) E>IM«JL ^4 t\t^ t_»^t~..^«* .t...*^t1,. ........ II 

that the full stoty be un'oldt-d. This, I beiitvo, is vhat both 
^ Pr, Kinp and RobcTt Konncnv Mould have wanted in the light 
of the FBI's current release oi selective infmniHiion and of the 
appai rnt ex pansier, of v.ii c : .'pping under the regime of Attorney 
' tieneral Mrtchetl. 

The question is noi vhefher Martin Luther King was a 
^ pftsoniil saint, v: whc'Ucr Kennedy should have asked many 
more questions befort lt;Uing Hoover ran wild. It is whether" 
the I- EI shouW be allowed and encouraged to collect random 
informs I ion about public men that can eventually become 
f weapons of blackmail. 

When J. Edgar Hoover branded Dr. Kirrr *'lhe most notorl- 
) OHS l!i*r in the country" rsi:-r KiRg had asMiil.'d the FBI's 
It laggard activity in civil rigULs vases— King could not fight back 
, tffectively because he knew that some aspects ot his personal 
. life had been monitored by Hooker's men. This was political 
tcrrotisni of the vilest sort. Now since Mr. Hoover has chosen 
■ to potpttuate the battle— against both King and Kennedy — 
because cf his sensiiivny to joun:aiistic criticism, St is time the 
whole story was aired >.>efore a Congrcs-sioni.! tribunal. Tho 
two dead men cannot be injured by such an inquest; Wany" 
)i% ing men may be spared injustice and tmUgnity at t>je hands 
of an organisation that too long ago bccanie a state within 
\ state. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 




. OF DIRECTOR 
-EAU OF INVESTIGATION 
>res DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



6/19/69 




I have heard your statement 
that Robert Kennedy authorized you 
to tap the telephone of Rev. M. L. 
King 

I thus ask: If this is true, 
then why didn't you tell this when 
Robert Kennedy ^as alive ? 

Hoping^oi can ar^er, I am 

^ x^^Jt|Jf sincerely 

COPY:hcv 
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MARTIN LUTHEi('K!NG, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIS T 



' Ho;r#rTr 




In memorandum from G. C. Moore to Mr. W, C. Sullivan 
dated 6/21/69, it was recommended and approved by the Director 
that Bishop personally contact Congressman H. R. Gross 0^1* * lom) , 
with whom we have had cordial relations, with reference to his < 
letter of June 19, 1969, and advise him that due to various ramifications " 
involved in the King telephone surveillance^ it is not possible to 
furnish him any additional data. ^ 

With the Director's approval. Bishop contacted ^ 
Congressman Gross on the afternoon of 6/23/69. Congressman Gross 
was very cordial and, when Bishop advised him that it would not be 
possible to furnish him any additional data concerning the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King other than what has appeared in the press, 
he stated that he completely understood. Congressman Gross stated 
that his letter to the Director of June 19, 1969^ was motivated solely 
Iby the desire to furnish the Director a Congressional forum if the 
f Director wished to utilize the services of Congressman Gross in 
making public additional facts concerning the approval of the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Xiuther King and mi facts concerning the communist 
associations and influence over Dr. King. 



Congressman Gross requested that Mr. Hoover send him 
a brief acknowledgment of his letter of June 19, 1969, advising that 
it is not possible to furnish him any additional data, so that Congressman 
Gross may retain it in his files for record purposes in the event any 
inquiries should be made of him on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter be sent to Congressman Gross. 

% - Mr. De Loach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
ty^^ir. Gale - Enclosure 
\ - Mr. M.A.Jones - Enclosure 
TEB:jo 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date June 2?, 1969 

Attached relates to article 
by James A. Wechsler which appeared 
In the '"New York Post," a New York City 
dally newspaper, edition of 6/20/69. 
The article pertains to our special 
coverage on Hart in Luther King, Jr. 

Wechsler has been a long- 
time critic of the Bureau and, as can 
be expected, this article is also 
critical. 

Due to nature of information 
contained in teletype, no dissemination 
being made. *"~^ 
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TPD:Bmt ^^"^ 



r" , 're-TV PE 



Wa 1 

TO fe'f^^TC^ 

ATTr , DC ''i^ 



■ri7(^) PL*.*.' 



:*frr:TiN L!.:the=' king; pa CI fit 

THE FOLLO^/ir? [?■ A SYNOPSIS CF A" '-.^TiCLE IN TWF 
-NEW YOFK POST" F=IDfiY jm^E TWEMY, NI'-.-.TlEN SIXTY 
NINE, PAHF FIFTY TH^TE, CAPTIONEC ".*-?.0;'T HOOVE!^, KING 



AND PF''" SY JA^IES 




^ECHSLER 




Kt*'^!EDY DIO AUTHORIZE A TaP ON KING, IT WAS A 
DECISION HE LATEF VIEWED WITHOUT PRIDE, CURRENT FBI 
EFFQC'TS ^-'J^ fl Q"^LITY CF "POSTHl.J'^C'jS O^SEMTY", 

-VHAT I DO KNOV;, ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL CONVERSATION, 
IS THc.T y.; (KEVfJEDY) HAD A DEEPENING CONCERN ABOUT THE 
FBI DIPECiOP'S POLE DURING HIS FINAL 
AND THAT HE WOULD ALf^iOST CERTAINLY 
HOOVER'S Pjg^JREMENT IF HE HAD ACHIEVED THE PRESID^C*if* 30 ^969 
END PAHK tlNlf. 



iL YEARS ON EARTH, - /o <i A, V 9 
HAVE ARRANGED PtnT" 




- ■< ( L» t-> G 
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F=I S#fOKTS SEErr DrST ■ • LIVES OF BOTH 

KING AND KENNEDY. 

LET US GPAKT THAT HCOVE^ ccr:;-) - ^iiNNEDY AS HE DID 
OTHER ATTCPNEYS GENERAL IKTC r if -r DPEARY SNOOPING 

EXERCISE. THIS IS PEFEPPED TO riV WFCHSLER A3 -POLITICAL 
SLACKr.AlL." 



IF KENNEDY IGNORED HOOVEP'S WA-MNG ABOUT KING, 
AND KING TURNED OUT TO m A 30M=^ SHELL, THE FBI SKILLED 
PUBLIC RELATIONS APPAFAIUS WO'JLD "^'HISPER KENNEDY'S 
KEJECTIOK OF HOOVER'S PLEA. 

VECHSLEF CLAI^:S KING COULD NOT ANSWER HOOVER'S 
STATEIvEKTS BECAUSE HE KKEW THAT SO!^,E ASPECTS OF HIS 
PERSONAL LIFE HAD SEEN KCNITOFED 3Y THE F3I. HOOVER'S 
CURRENT "RELEASE OF SELECTIVE INFORMATION" IS DUE 
TO HIS SENSITIVITY OF CENTRALIST IC CRITICIS!^. 

WECHSLER CALLS FOR THE ENTIRE STORY TO BE AIRED 
SO THAT "MANY LIVING (*ltN MAY BE SPAPED INJUSTICE AND 
INDIGNITY AT THE HANDS OF AN OkGANIZATION THAT TOO LONG 
AGO BECAME A STATE WITHIN A STATE." 

XERO^^OPIES OF THE ABOVE ARTICLE ARE BEING 
PROMPTLY FORWARDED TC THE BUREAU. 
END 

F^I WASH"^ Ti^l CO- UK. SULLIVAN 



' andum 



ishop 



» LUMC. BAJITON, ASSOCIATED PRESS l^. ^^- 

- .-iX IvIC KEKZIE, WASHINGTON PO^ " 
REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW V/TTH THE DIRECTOR // ' . 

Both Barton of the AP and McKenzie from the Post conta- .■' -5 
my ofuce yesterday to request personal interviews with the Director. 
-Vr. Barton advised that in view of the interview given by Mr. Hoover x>.- -c". 
appeared in the Detroit Free Press, his desk had requested him to make a ' 
formal request of the Director. The Director's extremely heavy "schedule 
. was explamed to Mr. Barton and he said he fuUy understood the problem' 

It will be recalled that foUowin?^ story in the Star last 
wee^ concerning the wiretaps on Martin Luther King that McKenzie. fron 
the Post, requested an interview -OT'dTvas toidiuIeTttmly that the Director 
would not grant an interview to him. In his call last evening, McKenzie 
was most persistent and again referred to the Star interview and said that 
in vieu. of the Detroit Free Press story, they felt all the morrtteT^oSd 

i fh7^\ t^'^^^f ':!''/^ ^ ^'^^"sive interview with the Director. He asked 
tliat he be called today with the Director's decision and he will be informed 

i of course, that the Director will not grant an interview. >™ormea, 

For information. 



1 TilTr. n/r A T 1-MiSSGandy nw^n^wv 

1 - Mr. ii. A. Jones i - jjiss Holmes a JSiiJi, Zl 

HPL:hak (6) /]'■/ 
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Dat» 



6/20/69 



Attached relates to a conversation 
between Coretta King and Stanley Levison 
during which Mrs. King advised she had 
been contacted by Ethel Kennedy (Mrs. 
Robert F. Kennedy) on 6/20/69 and that 
Ethel Kennedy said she was sorry about 
what has been in the paper. (Apparently 
referring to the article concerning the 
authorization from Robert F. Kennedy to tJp 
Martin Luther King's telephones). 
Levison felt the entire affair will be 
forgotten, but that FBI Director Hoover 
will be bothered by it because it leaves 
him as the man responsible. Mrs. King 
agreed stating, "I feels like he is the 
most guilty." Levison was a secret 
Member of the Communist Party as late as" 
1964. 

In view of the nature of this 
information and the secret source from / I 
which it Was obtained, no dissemination^^ 
is being made. 
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DIPECTQF ie0-l^€€7? (CODE) 



AITEMIOK DOrrsnC I^'TELLlGE^;Cz: Cil ,^:r.• 
/ 

r.RCf^^'fjEV YORK IP?- 13 6585 

^ SECURITY MATTER - COMiAUNl >T 

r^AKTI^ LL'THEK KIN'G, JP. S^-C, C^'; y« 

OFFICE OF (»(XGIN: .vi'MNTA 

b(^) )b7{r>/ 

THE FOLLOWIMG INFOR?«ATlOw WAi KUP.MSHE: !3Y 



SIXTYNINE: 

ON' JUNE TWO ZEFO, 





M r l avfc] — 
Ml. Trotter — " 

TeN . Room [ 

Mi 5-; Holmes } 

Mi»s Gandy \ 
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(CLASSIFY "-^IglF^^ ON JUNE T'^:0 ZEl^O , 



'Mr 



Exempt fra*>LL*^ C:3te?oTy__a^ / « A^ ' 

XTYSiNE, CC-ETHij^riKG lOLD '^^h^ 

STANLEY LEVISON THAT ETHEL >&iiNE:DY HAD CONTACTED HER THAT '' -/^J^ 

DATE TO SAY SHE WAS SOPRY A3CUT HAS 3EEN IN THE PAPER ' ' 

(APPREWTLY REFEPPING TO THE ARTICLE CONCERNING THE AUTHORIZATION 

FROM ROBERT F, KENNEDY, WHEN ATTORNEY GENERAL, TO REPSJ* 

KARTIf: L'JTHEP KING'S TELEPHOfJES) . CCRETTA ADDED THAT ETHEL 

/ 

KENNEDY IMPLIED THAT SHE HOPED THIS WOULD NOT 

THEIR FRIENDSHIP, CORETTA SAID SHE REPLIED THAT SHE Ij^.'DERSTOOD 

HOW THE PRESS CAN BE DECISIVE AT TIMES AND THAT Tnfffflt? 

COLOR HEP ATTITUDE IN ANYWAY TOk=ARD THE (KENNEDY) FAMLY 

CORBTTA ALSO TOLD LEVISON TH^^T ETHEL KENNEDY SAID 
* 

^HEY- Hf) A f'EETING U h^p HP^t ^y- ppfuthmc ^^iqhT AND TALKED 



•A 
-3 




IDDED THAT ETHEL ^ ^fJ^L- "^A^' 
JT INTERFERE WITH ^^9^^ 



ERSTOOD 



7 i> ^ul 10 1969 i^T. — . 



m. i!ELv«lC« rD«» THE DIRECTOR 



I COPY SENT TO MP.. TOI^^ 



) 



• . r-^i^ ..c:tf irl. JORETTA SAID 

* KNOW WHAT ETHEL KEliMEi^y -ifie a30uT^>^ 

ji WAHT TO ASK HER. 

jcon comwented that he felt corji :iA's answer 

.H-^ ..... / FIGHT BECAUSE THERE IS HO POIMT IM ATTEHPTING 
r.j AiSESS WHAT ROLE BOBBY KENNEDY PLAYED SINCE THERE IS 10 
WAY Or REALLY KNOWING. 

COFEfiA STATED THAT THIS WAS •*SORT OF PASSING THE 
?yCK, AND THEY'RE TRYING TO PUT IT ALL OFF ON HIH". SHE 
ADDED IHAT HE KAY HAVE AGREED AND GONE ALONG WITH IT. W 

t tr- 1 1 * f^r\ t.t Mi~M>rM/pr\ VU*T TUPV l/Unu V 1 tXn UUrTUFD UP 

ucviaun ncrmnnct^ inn* inti nnww nxnuf w<ic.«.nbrv 
FELT 3099Y KENNEDY WAS INVOLVED OR NOT, STILL MAINTAINED A 
FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. HE SAID IF KING FELT BOBBY 
KENNEDY HAD DONE ANYTHING, HE FORGAVE HIM NO DOUBT BASED ON 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TIME, THE FACT HE WAS ALWAYS 
SUPER NERVOUS ABOUT HIS BROTHER (PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY). 
LEVISON SAID THIS IS THE ATTITUDE CORETTA SHOULD TAKE. HE *; 
SAID IF THE PRESS "WANTS TO DIG UP GARBAGE" IT SHOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. 

r^nDTTTT* cAtn tuat rntinuTtift urp rnMurp.QATinM UTTH 

ETHEL KENteDY, THE PHONE RANG AGAIN AND THAT THE GIRL WHO it 
END PAf E TWO 2- 



Of* 



SENATOR KENNEDY. CORETtA SAID, mc*{-*/ER, 
^ SHE AND LEVISOR AGREED THAT SENATOR 
KAVE FOUND OUT THAT ETHEL CONTACTED CORETTA • 
GO" THROUGH WITH THE CALL. 



' 11. \ I' 



WiNULD THAT THE PRESSURE AT THIS POINT 
'ANY LIBERALS WHO RESENT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER'S 
hCOVER GAVE AN ANSWER. HE ADDED THAT HOOVER 
.-^^L^ED BACK BY (RA MSEn^ f^K , AND THAT CLAR^JS 

GAVE HIS OPINION THAT THE ENTIRE AFFAIR 
Wr.L " AWAY- AND ADDED THAT "IT'S NOT THE KIND OF THING 

YOL C, GOING," LEVISON FELT THE ENTIRE THING WILL BE 

FCRPO.-. - - ctUT THAT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER WILL BE BOTHERED BY IT 
BECAUSE TT LEAVES HIM AS THE MAN RESPONSIBLE. yS^ 
COPFITA AGREED, STATING "I FEELS LIKE HE IS THE 

^^^ISON COMMENTED THAT CORETTA'S SUGGESTION THAT SHE 

GET Tf-F'HEP WITH ETHEL KENNEDY COUL D BE FRUITFUL AND SHOUL 

^ 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

BE DONE REASONABLY SOON. LEVISON SUGGESTED THAI CORETTA 
SET UP THE MEETING AND THAT THEY COULD TALK /ABOUT IT BEFORE 
SHE AND ETHEL KENKEDY MEET. 
NO ym BEING SUBMITTED. 

END 

VA...LRC 

FBI WASH DC 
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JUSTICE 



^e attachedd§^i , regarding "!l. co."*o" 
Martin I^uthfiTiOj^gand newspaper -^l V 

articles were sSlTothe Director , 
from an anonymous source. 

Envelope is postmarked 
San Francisco, California, 
June 25, 1969. 
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The above picture wos made by on employee of the Stote of Georgia, ot the Highionder 
bik School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Lobor Doy week-end of 1957. The t^hoto- 
^ CO vgrapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgio Commission on EdticoHon.. 
- ^ cJhe Highlander Folk School was obolished by on oct of the Legislature of the Stote of Ter.^^ 
~ liessee at o loter dote. 

^1 Those numbered in the picture ore: 

f\. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott ond the Birminghom riots. Korl 
Prussion, o counterspy for the FBI for twotvo yoars, chorges thot Mortin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in the 
United Stotes. 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Control Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Willioms, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trons- 
missi^n Belt in the South for the Communist Forty. 

4. Myfes Horton, Director of Highlonder Folk School for Communist Trosnlng, Monteogle, 
Tennossee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of rociol ogitotion hove brout^.^t 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist dct;'t;f!:: : 

JOIN THE AUGUSTA COURl^fe IN THE 

Copiei o VP liable- iOO for > 1.00 (include . 'V.; ^ 

Alert Americans Aesociation. Box 1222, T,. iL. 
\ Order RIGHT WING DIRECTORY, listing oil Righ. Wing Agtivitiei 
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nothin 
&cet . ' 
Gjntir.'-.p- 

after.Ke:;- 
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The T' !ci 
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BI recor.;-. . 
on Dr. i: 

tained fijiv N'o- 

loes, ur.ti: A j-n 30, -.o! 

when then A-.ty. G.n Ni- 
cholas D. Kt-L Vrbac. or- 
dered it reiriavid. 

Letter tr Bc.vtn 
The FBI rfr«r.rnent •..)o)c 
die torm of a ielier to 
tolumnist Czr-. 1. --a.- 
f?om Clyde A. Tolsor., rBl 
associate director. Tolscn 
denounced 9s "malicic^ .s" 
aad •scurrilous" Ro«-?n'3 
call last ^/jrMy for f'El 



;.hen 
cnited 

■ cman re- 
■ to an- 
'^Ued by 
\vhich h* 
for iueU. We 
^^ commeni. at 



■apartment law- 
L V a c k n 0 w- 
Ihe first time 



•{ Lhat the FBI had 
. httiii monitorirg Dr. King, 
j • ; O^'clr-S'ire was made 
I .n hearing in Houston on 
I *fn sppen! by ex-heavy- 
I v.^.'i^;;:: boxing champion 
; Muhc.nmsid Ali from his 
j curtvjction for refusing to 
be d'*afted, 

AIi"5 conversstion with 
Dr. K'.n^ was picked up by 
the tap on Dr. King's 
Atian:a home phone. 

It was also learned from 
gov ernm^inl soiirces Wed- 
nesday that the FBI first 
obtained authorization to 
tap Dr. King's phone from 
Auy. Gen. Kennedy in 
October, 1963. 

The bureau, these sour- 
ce-; said, requested and 
! ve.eived authoritv to in 



L« S ^nt.^'.-^iJr ^^"''y ^^ail the tap to check on 
to be r«pl_acca because of j i>. King's alleged contact 

with a Comrauniit Party 
member. At the time, the 



ih« eavesdropping. 
• the 



wiretap on 
Martin Luther Kiiig Jr. 
was »pecific%IIy ap,);^ ;d 
m advance in writing by 
ihe late attorney gen<^ral 



FBI was investigating 



Report or^ ^ ^ 
p Ca|!sd \ . 

Ex-Attorneys General Critkiz? r?' Ch ; . 
on Saying Robert Kennedy In'itlatad Dri 

I' ■ ■ 

^ WsHIKGTON — Two 
■'iormer attorneys general 



BY BO.VAL!) J. 0^'i KOV' 




Whether the civil right* 
movement had been infU- 



the United States. Mr. I'trated by Communists. 



Hobcrt P. Kennedy," Tol- 
-on said in his letter lo 
i?owan. 

•"This device was strictiv 
-a the field of internal 



, It couid not be learned 
whether Kennedy ever 
called a halt to the electro- 
nic surveillance of Dr» 
King. 

Reliable sources said 
Katr^n'--.rh. v.ho succeeJ- 
ed Kcnredy as attomev 
genera!, did nn' learn of 
the tap inuriecJiately upon 
taking ove- the Justice 
Dcps;-tmen* in Sefier-iber, 
IDe4. But it is known that 
he or lered \\ removed 
April 30, 19G:. 

RaiT...ey Clark, who loor- 
©^■er from Katzenlia :h Oct. 
1. l%e, was the first 
attorney general »o fnsli- 



accused J. Edgar Hoover 
JithuTsday night of making 
l^falie" and "deceptiv*©" 
fctatemsnts after the FBI 
director was quoted as 
^j'^g Rcbert F. Kenne^^y 
"Inltiated a wetap on Dr. 
'J2Jartin Luther King. 
^ Nicholas D. Katzenbach 
•^d Ramsey Clark spoke 
Wt after Hoover, in a 
•1: o p y r i ghted interview 
^wUh the Washington 
Evening Star, said Kenne* 
^^y, when attorney gener- 
-ml, not only authorized but 
|)rop'osed the tap because 
Ipf reports Dr. King was 
iissociating with a lawyer 
^vviih Communist connec- 
iions. 

I The King wiretap was 
■iuthorized after the FBI 
^nade a case that national 
Security was involved. At* 
•Aomeys freneral have had 
^presidential appro vsl for 
>wiretap3 in cases oif na- 
tional security since the 
jPresidency of Franklin D, 
^Roosevelt. 

? Katzenbach, asked about 
•>Ioover's statement, said: 
.5 "... To say or imply 
'^hat this tap was the 
j^rlglnal conception of 
•Iflobcrt Kennedy— that he 
^as the moving force in 
?thi2 situation — or that he 
>had any doubts what- 

wiretapping. Clark has^^,,. . 
told The Times that begin- Comments 
ning in December. 1936. he Clark, also asked for his 
required the bureau ever}-*^^^^^*^^-* said it was "de- 
three months to give him a<^®P^^^'«" ^Qt* Hoover to 
list of ever}- person underP^'^^'^^y ^^I as •a 
electronic surveiUance reluctant eavesdror.oer of 

ICark 5»;d Dr. King's^"" ^'^^ " He sddtd: 
name never appeared on Hoover repeatedly 

the list, and he called authorize 
'outrageous" the implies- f'BI wireta;>5 oa Dr. Kint: 
tion that people viev.c:! ''''iii'^ 1 ^as attorney ge- 
Dr. King as a eecurityii^^al. The U-l r! the-^-; 
threat. retiu^^ns, ^v^. -^Uuh 

According to FBI re-v-as granie^. csn;e two 
cords, ihe tap was cut off I'ays before the raurder of 
April 30. 1965. But a Dr. King," 
question has arisen as to " 
whether it may have con- 



of possible political re;, 
cusslons, 

Cotamenting on thi- 
legation, Katzenbaci^ 
•Truth is seldom fou.. 
selective and parv.iL 
closures of this t>i»e." 

Katz&ubaCtt dec 
amplify on this psrt 
Statement which s'j? ; 
ed that Hoover pi?k: 
chose amons d'^cuir.-rr/ 
fupport -Ju- clai:-.i ; 
|Cennedy was the mo - 
lorce behind the Kirg 
vellance. 

Katzenbach, in a ' 
phone interview iro" 
New York home, s;i. 
was 'unworthy cf 
tradition of tlie F?\| 
attack in this fashi /.* 
reputation of two 
(Kennedy and Dr. K 
who cannot defend 
selves." t 
CtHed VnU^ f 
•What ha- beerTK 
unfair to Sen. Yv' 
and Dr. King ande . 
standards that Ij^/ j 
consonant with tT * 
grity and senf-c 
Avhich have slwaysr ^ 
fore been the conti' 
of Mr. Hoover lo 
administration oi"*.-* 
can justice,* Kat.:: 
said. - 

Katzenbach tesT*^'^ 
deputy attorney g 
under Kennedy £1 
ceeded him in the - ; 
when Kennedy res;::: : 
run for the Sen::te 

Burke Marsha'^ 
headed the Justice D: 
menfa Civil High' 5 
sion under Kennc y. 
ported the charge ^ 
Hoover WES citing: 
those document' that 
up his assertion?. 

Hoover c/.: ■ 

ra'.ior c' v''- 
urner.ts lo r r 
pdly tv.-o p ■• r ■ 
in or-Ie'- aii! 
adver.^e pu'/ \' 



r> In another act in th^ ^.•.tq?'!," Iv 1! 
t :hi^ «<Kt wo former v'^e.-i he duj t'.i-f 



( 





Domestic Intelligence Division 



INFORMATIVE NOT 



Dal« 



1/26/69 



Attached was received from^a highly 
confidential source and concerns a 
telephone conversation between Andrew 
Young, Ikecutive Vice I>re8ldent of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
and Stanley Levison. Toung said that he 
thinks Kunstler (believed to be William 
Kunstler, New York attorney for the 
Black Panther Party (BPP) , is about to 
file a suit enjoining the FBI from 
wire tapping BPP and several other m 
organizations. Levison was a secret <^ 
member of the Communist Party as late-/^ 
as 1964. ^ 

The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney 
General and Internal Security Dlwlsion 
are being advised. i ft ri • / 



ABK:TDR/chs/lis 



UK. 



t , 
J 
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URGENT 6-25-69 AVS 



*:^CTOR 100-106670 (CODE) 
fNTTEMTlOH DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
HEW YORK 100-136585 



^ SECDRITT MATTER - OOMMUNISr 

•»RTIN LUTHER KING, JR.| SW-C }O0- . 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN - ATLANTA 



■ ■ t •;*• ■ 
( r' , . Com*. 1 

f . K s,*T»*f - - 
Mr. ... 
Mr. T»vvl 
Mr. Tp -tcr 
Tele. Ro'jm .. - 
Miss H.'lmes ..- 
Miss Gandy — 



ADVISE^ ' 




CI 



FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROW h^^^ hllp) 

'ON SIX TWENTY FIVE SIXTYNINE 

-.CLASSIFY "SE^T"). 




\0 ON SIX TWENTYFIVE SIXTYNINE, ANDBCiTTOUN^, E XECUTI VE 

4« SOUTBERN CHRISTIAN LEADER SEIp CONFERENCE^ P 

VICE-PRESIDENT," SCLC, ASKED STANLe^feviSON, IF HE WAS "KEEPING 

^.^^ ^^p^ 

.^ m* ON THE TIMES (NEW YORK TIKES) THING ON WIRE TAPPING* 

A 




J (ALLUDING TO THE TAPPING OF TELEPHONES OF MARTIN LUTHER 




1 



J 



KING.) LEVISON REPLIED THAT HE WAS AND YOUNG SAID THAT HE "^vJ^/J-A- 
THINKS THAT KUNSTLER IS ABOUT TO FILE A SUIT ENJOINING THE fl 
FBI AGAINST WIRE TAPPING THE BLACK PAjpHERS, JOMEN' S STRIKE 

^ REC-128 j*^ ■' " "" 1 

FOR PEACE, THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COWMIIIEE^ JUN 27 1969 
END PAGE ONE ^ 




;nite l^fisfll 



MR. DEUOACK FOR THE DtHECTGR 




: " '.F RACIai 'fiJif- V/, i HP STUDENTS FOP A DEMOCRATIC 

iSDCif , ' 7,::rythi«g 10 ihl lfi of us.- 

j v.. .^ID THE PhOBLEK IS THAT KUNSTLER "IS TRYING 

i ro RE'f ;K the soup BUT TMAT'S JUST UOT OUR COMPANY,"^ 

? L7 s: ^^ AGREED, ' ^ 

, ./ :;.,.rjiL£H IS BELIEVED TO 3E KY ATTORNEY WILL lAW 
* ^ BLACK PXMTHIR^ARTT 

hUNTSLhR^ WHO IS CURRENTLY ACTING FOR BPP MEMBERS 

i.WOl.VFn IN LEGAL ACTIONS IN NYC. 

NO Lt^N BEING SUBMITTED. 

AM COPY BEING SENT TO AT. 

END 

. "A ^- I ftiir TcvT u f c^y^n YOUtin 

VA.. .L!)i: FBI VASH DC 



